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The  

Living  

Light 

Sunday Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 am          Bible Studies: 9:20 am          Sunday School: 9:15 am 

A New Year – The Same Jesus Christ 

Happy New Year!  If you are anything like me, the new year 

brings its usual mix of hope and anxiety—hope for fresh starts 

and new possibilities, anxiety about challenges ahead and uncertainties unknown. 

 

But here's the beautiful truth that anchors our souls: while everything around us 

changes, our Lord remains constant. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and           

today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). The Jesus who was born in Bethlehem, who 

died on Calvary's cross, who rose victorious from the grave—this same Jesus stands 

with you today, January 2026, exactly as He has stood with His people through        

every generation. 

 

Scripture doesn't merely suggest God's faithfulness; it declares it as fundamental to 

His very nature. Moses proclaimed to Israel, "Know therefore that the LORD 

your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a           

thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. 

(Deuteronomy 7:9). A thousand generations! That's roughly 30,000 years of               

unwavering faithfulness. Your struggles this year, whatever they may be, cannot  

outlast God's steadfast love. 
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St. Paul echoes this truth in his letter to the Corinthians: "God, who has called you into                  

fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful." (1 Corinthians 1:9). Notice Paul 

doesn't say God tries to be faithful or usually is faithful. God IS faithful—it's His unchangeable 

character. The One who called you into fellowship with Christ will not abandon that call because 

the calendar changed or because life got messy. 

Perhaps you're entering 2026 with significant changes in your life. Health concerns. Family          

transitions. Financial uncertainties. Personal struggles. The world around us seems to shift like sand 

beneath our feet—economies fluctuate, relationships evolve, our own bodies age and change. 

Yet James reminds us: "Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the             

Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows." (James 1:17). Think 

about that phrase—no variation, no shadow due to change. Even the sun, as constant as it seems, 

creates changing shadows throughout the day. But with our God? Not even a shadow of change. His love for you at 3 am when 

anxiety keeps you awake is exactly the same as His love in the bright confidence of noon. His grace that covered your sins last 

year remains just as powerful and complete today. 

 

So what does this mean for us practically as we face 2026? 

 

First, it means your salvation is secure. The Jesus who died for your sins hasn't changed His 

mind. The forgiveness proclaimed to you in Baptism hasn't expired with your old calendar. The 

body and blood of Christ given for you in Holy Communion remain just as powerful for the 

forgiveness of your sins today as they were last year, last century, and will be until He comes 

again. 

Second, it means you can face uncertainty with confidence. Not confidence in your resolutions 

or willpower, but confidence in the One who holds all your tomorrows. The God who saw you 

through 2025—and every year before it—hasn't grown weaker or less interested in your              

welfare. 

Finally, it means the promises of God's Word remain rock-solid truth for your life. When Scripture says "Fear not" or "I 

will never leave you nor forsake you" or "Nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus"—these aren't                 

motivational quotes with expiration dates. They're eternal truths from the unchanging God. 

 

As we begin 2026, you don't need a new God or a new Gospel. You need—and have—the same Jesus Christ who has been 

faithful to His people since the foundation of the world. While your circumstances change, while the world spins in apparent 

chaos, while your own heart wavers between faith and doubt, Christ remains your constant. 

The new year stretches before us, full of unknowns. But we walk into it with the Known One, the Faithful One, the                      

Unchanging One—Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever. And that, dear friends, is better than any resolution we 

could make. 

 

In the Unchanging Christ, 

 

Pastor Andy 
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Food Pantry 

 

A HUGE thank you to The City of Tallmadge, Tallmadge 

Christian Preschool families and our own TLC families that 

have blessed the Food Pantry with generous donations of 

food, toiletries, can openers and more!   

 

Because of all of your generosity, our families will receive a 

ham and a new can opener in their December bags.   

 

We helped 45 families in November and hope to continue to 

be able to help families with food insecurities for years to 

come!   

 

Money donations are ALWAYS appreciated!   

 

A special thanks to Janice, Angie, and Pam for their help           

sorting and checking dates this week! 

 

- Gail 

Thank you to those who donated                           

Christmas Poinsettias to adorn the Altar 

this year to Celebrate the Birth of our                               

Lord and Savior. 

 

Christmas Poinsettia's given by: 

 

Dave and Dawn Dailey in Memory of daughter,               

Kim Dailey 

Sandy Dixon for God's Many Blessings 

Eric and Barb Fink 

Denny and Jan Gearhart for our Blessing of Family 

Mark and Cheryl Luke in Memory of Bill &                       

Margaret Gearhart; Dave & Ruth Luke 

Ruth Lynch in Memory of husband, Joe Lynch & 

Christina Lynch 

Pamela Meece in Memory of parents, Tomie &               

George Meece 

Sandee Mick in Memory of Harvey & Elaine Grether 

Marge Ray in Memory of husband, Bob Ray 

Tim and Diane Richard for their Beloved Family 

Trent and Alisha Wright in Honor of the birth of              

Our Savior 
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The Annual Safety Training  

February 14 from 9:00 - 11:00 am.  Lieutenant James 

Riley will share important updates, and reminders on 

how to make our Sunday mornings welcoming and safe 

to visitors and members.  This training is provided each 

year to Ministry Leaders, Board of Directors, and 

Board of Elders, but anyone is welcome to come! 

 

 

 

The Acme Cash Back Program                      

Final Weeks 

Please save all Acme receipts dated August 1, 2025 

through February 15, 2026 and turn them in to Ruth 

Lynch. Proceeds go towards TLC building projects and 

the pavilion.   

 Wise Owls  

The Owls will not meet in January. Stay warm and safe. 

February’s meeting is Saturday, February 21, 12:00 pm in 

Room 12. More details to come. 

 

 

MITES Sunday 

MITE collections will be on the following Sundays in 

2026: March 22, May 31, August 30, and November 29.  

 

 

TLC Book Club 

The book for January is Before Amen, The Power of A 

Simple Prayer by Max Lucado. See you Monday, January 

17, 7:00 pm in Room 12. 
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Operation Christmas Child 

Here we go again beginning a new year of collections!  

  

With Christmas and winter wrapping up, now is a great 

time to snag those clearance items!  Go down the  

clearance aisles where you shop and remember                 

Operation Christmas Child.  Hats, gloves and small 

scarves are a great thing to buy right now as the stores 

are stocking warmer items.  

Also, check out the accessories and any children's            

jewelry from Christmas that is marked down.  These 

are all great items to focus on for January.  

 

Together, let's make 2026 the best yet!  Together with 

God's help, we got this! 

 

 ~ Alisha  

Marriage Connect Group 

This month we will officially finish our "Vertical           

Marriage" study.  Our final session is titled "All 

In".  Even if you haven't been to the first four that's 

okay,  please come anyway to see what "All In" looks 

like for your marriage.   

 

We will have group on Thursday, February 5 at 6:00 

pm in Room 12.   

 

Let's start the year off right and do breakfast for                

dinner.  Bring your favorite breakfast dish and come 

enjoy some great fellowship.  

 

~ Trent and Alisha Wright 
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Staff 

Pastor Andy, Pastor 

David Wallace, Music Ministry 

LaVonne Dolliver, Organist 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manager 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

Altar Guild: Becky Springer, head;  Janet Buckles, Kathy Vanaman, 

 Ellen Tywon, Marge Lasher, Cheryl Luke, Barb Fink,  

 Heidi Wojcik  & Gail McAlister 

Altar Flower Orders/Flower Chart: Lindsay Snyder/Becky Springer 

Bible Study Leaders: Pastor Andy, John Dailey, Chris Tywon,                    

Brian Kuntz, Gail McAlister, Jeanne Colosetti,                 

Kathy Vanaman, Jared Shoup, Regina & Kris Kodzev 

Book Club: Pastor Andy 

Master Calendar: Lindsay Snyder 

Children’s Ministry/Sunday School: Gail McAlister 

Confirmation: Pastor Andy 

Easter Breakfast: Youth Group 

Facility Rental: Lindsay Snyder 

Finance Auditors: Denise Larson & Denny Gearhart 

Food Pantry: Gail McAlister 

Funeral Luncheons:  Gail McAlister & Pam Klicman  

Historian: Ethel Walent 

KidMin Ministries: Regina Kodzev 

Librarian: Denise Larson 

Lillies at Easter & Poinsettias at Christmas: Becky Springer 

Marriage Connect Group: Alisha & Trent Wright 

Board of Directors 

Jim Bergmann, president 

Kris Kodzev, vice chair 

Brian Kuntz, treasurer 

Daryl Parma 

Heidi Wojcik 

Kathy Vanaman 

Heidi Beck 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC): Alisha Wright 

Outreach Activities for Preschool & King’s Kids:                             

 Gail McAlister, coordinator   

Prayer Buddies: Lindsay Snyder & Gail McAlister 

Prayer Chain: Kathy Vanaman, Sandee Mick 

Prayer Shawl, MITES & LWML: Sandy Dixon 

Readers for Worship/Scheduler: Lindsay Snyder 

Refill Restore Revive:  Regina Kodzev 

Sewing for Service: Pam Klicman 

Strat Op/2030 Vision: Marty Hauser, facilitator 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Gail McAlister, coordinator;                 

 Kevin Heilmeier, head chef 

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Regina Kodzev 

Wise Owls: Fae & Larry Broemsen 

Women’s Fellowship: Kathy Vanaman 

Youth Ministry: Jared & Miranda Shoup 

Board of Elders 

John Dailey, head 

Marty Hauser 

Chris Tywon 

Todd Hedderly 

Bob Knepper  

Eric Fink 

Sue Pifer, Nursery attendant 

Laurene Malish, Custodian 

Ben & Val Jews, Custodian 

The steadfast 
love of the LORD      
never ceases, his 
mercies never 
come to an end; 
they are new 
every morning; 
great is your 
faithfulness.. 
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For more information and if you are interested in this wonderful outreach program, please contact 

Gail McAlister, gmcalister1@neo.rr.com or Lindsay in the church office, secretary@tlcoh.org  

Praye r  Budd ies  
All Christmas cards and books were wrapped and ready to go! The kids were so excited.  

Thank you for helping to make their Christmas wonderful!  

Thank you for turning your cards in early and/or on time! It makes all the difference. 

January cards are due Sunday, January 11. 

All cards go in the grey bins of the Donation Nook. Feel free to complete all cards for the season -                  

 we will hold on to them for you.                                                             

No candy or gifts; only books for Easter, please.  

mailto:gmcalister1@neo.rr.com
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Winter Wonderland Dinner Dance - Saturday, February 7, 2026, 5-10 pm at The Venue, 10 Tallmadge Circle 

The Winter Wonderland Dance includes live music, hors d'oeuvres, dinner, dessert, dancing, and a cash bar. This year's event 

features music by Ronnie Clinton, playing top 40, doo-wop, country, Rat Pack, and more. $35 per person. Tickets go on sale at 

the Recreation Center and online on November 1 (click to purchase). 

 

Maca Pool Memberships go on sale for Tallmadge residents on February 15, 2026                                                               

NEW - Click here to renew your passes online!  

 

 

Family Fun Fest at the Tallmadge Recreation Center - Friday, February 27, 6:30 - 9:30 pm A family-oriented night 

that includes a variety of family fun like inflatables, crafts, face painting, exhibits, games, and a live petting zoo! Everyone will 

also have the chance to meet several big furry celebrities, such as the University of Akron's Zippy, the Tallmadge Blue Devil and 

the Akron Rubber Ducks mascots!  

Pre-sale tickets: $8/person. Event Day tickets: $10/person. Children 2 and under are free. Tickets go on sale at the Recreation 

Center and online (click to purchase) on February 1. 

 

The Tallmadge Circular: cbc13663-7d0d-4002-bb14-2b4caa471f06.pdf (eschoolview.com)  

 

 

https://ohtallmadgeweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/search.html?display=detail&module=PSI
https://ohtallmadgeweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/
https://web1.myvscloud.com/wbwsc/ohtallmadgewt.wsc/search.html?display=detail&module=PSI&SessionID=54d51e898be2fd08c5e4ad8e869c849e34a4467bac2ab383c310536f6e6f302a8725b130ea95b249e3839d93d50a4ae6d1e8746dd65295ec1b0ee2e9c1f17338&_csrf_token=4b50e2dfdea718ff294
https://filecabinet7.eschoolview.com/856901F4-B482-4992-A229-7FA7B9AAA41B/cbc13663-7d0d-4002-bb14-2b4caa471f06.pdf
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Sunday School Corner  

January’s Theme: Commitment 

The connection between COMMITMENT and GOD’s 

CHARACTER as shown through God’s story.  

COMMITMENT:  making plan and putting it into            

practice.  

SUNDAYS- 9:20- 10:15 am in Room 7!  

Opening for all grades!   

Hope to see you there! 

 

Ms. Holly & Ms. Angie, Mrs. Bergmann & Ms. Gail  
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Sunday School  
Christmas Program 

GOOD NEWS!  

Jesus was born, He died on a cross, He rose again, He's coming back soon!  

GOOD NEWS! 

 

The Sunday School children shared the GOOD NEWS of Jesus with enthusiasm at the 10:30 service on December 21st. Nicholas 

Ross and Felicity Fisher read the Old Testament and Epistle readings and then Emma Alberts read the Gospel as the children  

acted out the Christmas story. The sheep with their shepherds crawling up to Joseph and Mary were adorable and the group of 

cows and camel stole the show with cuteness. Beautiful angels announced Jesus' birth, "Surprise!" After the Gospel, the children 

sang "Away in a Manger" and "Good News," which brought tears of joy to many in the audience. The program was directed by 

Molly Kuntz with fabulous support by the youth.  

Thanks to our amazing children!  

Xander (Joseph), Felicity (Mary), Devonte & Maks & Jon (cows), Carter (camel), Luke B & Luke D & Nick (shepherds),              

Ellie  & Susan & Aleks & Kanon & Cece (sheep), Gracie & Avy & Maddy & Rosy & Holly & Loretta & Julie (angels) 

Thanks to our fabulous youth!  

Isaiah (donkey & percussionist), Evelyn (angel), Molly (director), Emma (reader and assistant), Miya (accompaniment, prelude, 

postlude, arrangement of "Good News" and the bell piece), and Paul (Livestream) 

Thanks to our wonderful Sunday School teachers!  

Mrs. Bergman, Mrs. Dussel, Mrs. Kuchenbecker, Mr. Kuntz and Mrs. McAlister. 

Thanks to our Youth Bell Ensemble!  

Molly (director), Emma, Isaiah, Mrs. Alberts (last minute sub extraordinaire for bells and "Good News" duet),                                        

Cici, Holly and Miya 
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THE MUSIC MINISTRY  
January Music Ministry: A New Year of Praise 

Happy New Year, TLC! I hope your Christmas season was filled with the peace and joy of our Savior’s birth. As we look ahead 

to 2026, I am filled with gratitude for the incredible start we’ve had together. 

 

 

A Successful Cantata! 

Our performance of “The Promise of Christmas” was a highlight of my first season here, and I am so proud of everyone                   

involved. A special thank you to our soloists, Jared Shoup and Paul Bomer, our accompanist Janice Kobb, and our narrators 

Chris Tywon and Marty Houser. They all did fabulously well! 

The choir worked incredibly hard and was so patient with my insistence on detail during rehearsals. The "proof was in the           

pudding," and the result was a truly special worship experience for our church family. WooHoo! 

 

Rehearsal Schedule & Invitations 

After a well-deserved break, we are ready to jump back into our regular routine: 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals: We resume on Wednesday, January 7, at 7:15 pm.  All Are Welcome: We are a very            

welcoming group and would love to see you with us! Whether you are a seasoned singer or just enjoy praising the Lord 

through song, there is a chair waiting for you. 

 

Calling All Musicians (Adults and Students!) We are still looking for musicians to help us with anthems on the weeks 

the choir isn’t singing. 

 

Solo & Ensemble Students: If you know a student participating in Solo and Ensemble contests in the next few weeks, 

please have them reach out to me! We would love to give them another chance to perform the pieces they’ve worked 

on so hard. It’s a great way to "fine-tune" a performance for a friendly audience.  

 

Volunteers: If you play an instrument or would like to sing a solo/small group piece, please let me know. We want to 

keep our music ministry vibrant and diverse all year long.  

 

If you have questions or want to get involved, please contact me, David Wallace, at tlc@davidwallace.us.  
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Youth Group News 
Jared Shoup  Miranda Shoup Pastor Andy 

Join Jared Shoup, Youth Ministry leader, on Wednesday nights at 5:30 pm for the New Youth Bible Study  

geared towards Senior High School student. 

Super bowl subs are on sale now!  

Please grab an order form from the Info Stands. 

All subs come with a bag of chips, pickles, dessert and your choice of drink! 

Orders are due by Sunday, February 1. Pick-up is Sunday, February 8. 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 
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          Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

Tallmadge Christian Preschool  

Teacher Spotlight 

My name is Diana Nicholson. I have lived in Cuyahoga Falls for the past 15 years. 

My husband and I have 3 kiddos ages 5, 11, and 20. In my free time I enjoy baking, 

running, and hiking. This year will make my 6th year on the PTA board at Lincoln  

Elementary School.  I greatly enjoy being in the school and building relationships 

with the staff, students, and school families. I am excited to be a part of the Tallmadge 

Christian Preschool family and look forward to getting to know you.  
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          Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

The Preschool Program held their               

annual Christmas programs on                            

Sunday, December 7. 

The kids delighted their families and guests 

with a song with Pastor Andy. 

 

Families and extended family were able to 

come and enjoy the programs, stop in the 

Fellowship Hall and enjoy some light         

refreshments and have a chance to meet their 

prayer buddies and take pictures! 

 

We are SO grateful for this partnership with 

the Preschool program and appreciate the 

hard work of all the teachers!   

Thank you to all the volunteers as well! 

Polar Express with Miss Gail 

Elf Gail showed up in the Preschool right 

before Christmas to read the traditional              

story of The Polar Express.   

Each student received their ticket to board 

the train, wore their pajamas to hear the            

story, and received their bell from                     

Santa’s sleigh.   

It’s always a magical experience!  

Merry Christmas!   
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The Living Light 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church 

Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

King’s Kids School-Age Child Care 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church exists to help people                                                                                                                                                                  

GROW as disciples of Christ, CARE for one another, and SHARE the love of Jesus in our community. 
Rev. Andy Alberts, Pastor 

pastorandy@tlcoh.org 

David Wallace, Music Director  

TLC@davidwallace.us 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manager 

administrator@tlcoh.org 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

secretary@tlcoh.org 

 

The Living Light is a monthly publication of 

 Tallmadge Lutheran Church, 759 East Avenue, Tallmadge OH 44278 

330-633-4775   www.tlcoh.org   facebook.com/tallmadgelutheranchurch 

mailto:finminmgr@tlcoh.org

