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The Living Light 

The Book of Job: 

Blessed be the Name of the 
Lord 

A Lenten Journey Through 
Suffering, Faith, and Grace 

 

"The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;                                                 

blessed be the name of the Lord." Job 1:21 

This Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 18, we will embark on a         

Lenten journey through one of the Bible's most profound and challenging books—

the Book of Job. Martin Luther called Job "magnificent and sublime as no book of 

Scripture," while the early Christian scholar Jerome famously described it as an 

"eel"—the more you try to grasp it, the more it slips away! Our purpose this Lent 

is to learn how to apply Job to our lives, so that this ancient wisdom becomes less 

like a slippery eel and more like a trusted companion through life's darkest valleys. 

One of the most challenging aspects of life is dealing with and making sense of 

suffering.  Because we all suffer—privately and publicly. A husband loses a job. A 

child's marriage ends in divorce. A parent dies. And in our media-saturated age, 

we witness countless catastrophes and tragedies from around the world. We need 

the book of Job now more than ever. 
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Why Job? Why Now? The book of Job stands as a microcosm of the entire biblical 

story. It begins in paradise, describes a diabolical intrusion and devastating fall,           

announces God's powerful intervention, and pictures a restoration even greater than the 

beginning. Sound familiar? Job's story is our story—and ultimately, it's Christ's story 

too. 

But here's what might surprise you: The book of Job isn't primarily about answering 

the question "Why do the righteous suffer?" Instead, it asks a more fundamental         

question: "Why do the righteous serve God?" Do we serve Him because of rewards, or 

out of loving gratitude for His grace? The accuser (Satan) wagers that suffering will 

cause us to renounce God. Job proves him wrong—and in doing so, points us to the One who would endure infinitely greater 

suffering for our sake. 

 

Our 2016 Lenten Preaching Schedule: 

• February 18 Ash Wednesday     "Flying Blind"       Job 1:1–12 

• February 25 Lenten Midweek 2  "Sweet Surrender"        Job 1:13–21 

• March 4 Lenten Midweek :   "Learning to Lament"       Job 3:1–26 

• March 11 Lenten Midweek 4  "It is Enough"        Job 14:1–14 

• March 18 Lenten Midweek 5   "Understanding How It All Works Together"    Job 23:1–17 

• March 25 Lenten Midweek 6   "God Speaks in the Storm"     Job 38:1–11 

• March 29 Palm Sunday   "On Earth Is Not His Equal!"     Job 41:20–34 

• April 2 Maundy Thursday    “A New Covenant”     Jeremiah 31:31-24 & Matthew 26:26-28 

• April 3 Good Friday    "Tearing Down the Spite House"     Job 42:7–9 

• April 5 Easter Sunday    "I Know that My Redeemer Lives!"     Job 19:23–26 

 

In Hebrew the word "Job" actually means "enemy." At various points, Job feels that God has          

become his enemy, or is treating him as one. In this way, Job represents every believer who, in        

moments of suffering, weakness, or doubt, struggles to trust God's goodness and wisdom. If you've 

ever felt that way—and who hasn't?—then Job's story is your story. This Lent, we won't find easy 

answers to suffering's mysteries. But we will find something better: a God who meets us in the 

storm, who never abandons His children, and who gives us a Redeemer who lives. We will learn to 

lament honestly, to surrender humbly, and to trust ultimately—not because suffering makes sense, 

but because God is good. 

I invite you to join us on Wednesday evenings and during Holy Week as we wrestle with Job's 

questions and discover Job's faith. Bring your own struggles, your honest doubts, and your deepest 

longings. This ancient book speaks powerfully to our modern lives, and together we'll learn what it 

means to say with Job, even in our darkest hours: "Blessed be the name of the Lord." 

 

In Christ's Service, 

 

Pastor Andy 
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Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026, 6:30 pm  

Midweek Lenten Sermon Series 

The Book of Job: Blessed be the Name of the Lord 

 

One of the Bible’s greatest wisdom books is the book of Job.  

This Lent we are going to explore this magnificent composition that is numbered among some of the greatest literature of all 

time.  

Nine sermons will help us dig deeply into Job’s central message and supporting truths. We all suffer—personally and                     

privately. We also suffer in more public ways. A husband loses a job. A child gets divorced. A parent dies. And now, thanks to 

the media, we are able to see and experience more and more of the world’s catastrophes and suffering. We need the book of Job, 

now, more than ever.   

Genesis Leader Training  

New 9-month Cohorts starting March 2026 and May 2026 

 

Do you have a passion for sharing Jesus with others?  Do you see opportunities around you to bring people together, but aren’t 

sure how?  Genesis Leader is an online learning community designed to deliver the tools, training, coaching and confidence that 

mobilizes people to create and lead new communities where anyone can discover Jesus.  

TLC is looking for members to participate in this 9-month discipleship journey.   

Talk with Pastor Andy about getting signed up.  Also consider talking with TLC members who have completed Genesis Leader                

Training:  Sandee Mick, Jared & Miranda Shoup, Kris & Regina Kodzev, Trent & Alisha Wright, Rich & Carol Goebelt, Tim & 

Diane Richard, Kathy Vanaman, or check out https://multipli.org/learn-to-evangelize-jesus/. 
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Lenten Worship Schedule 
Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper   6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper  6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, March 4, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper   6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026   5:00 pm Lenten Supper   6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, March 18, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper  6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, March 25, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper   6:30 pm Worship 

 

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday  Sunday, March 29, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 am Worship 

Maundy Thursday Thursday, April 2, 2026, 6:30 pm Worship 

Good Friday  Friday, April 3, 2026, 12:00 & 6:30 pm Worship 

Easter Sunday  Sunday, April 5, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 am Worship  
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The CHOSEN at TLC – Season 5 
 

Follow Jesus during the week leading up to Good Friday. Angel Studios has creat-
ed an engaging account of Jesus’ ministry in a mini-series called “The Chosen.”  
Come watch and experience season 5 of The Chosen at TLC on Thursday nights 
starting on Thursday, February 5, 2026.  Each Thursday we will watch one epi-
sode starting at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary.   
 
 
 

Thursday, February 5, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 1 – Entry      John 16:16-33; 17:1-4; Ps. 118:19-23  
Jesus rides into the Holy City as King, but finds that the rulers have turned His  
Father's House from a place of prayer to a corrupt market. 
 

Thursday, February 12, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 2 – House of Cards         Matt. 26:31-35; Luke 22:31-34; Matt. 26:35; John 15:13; Mark 11:15-19  
Why kill Jesus when Rome can do it for you? As the Jewish High Priest schemes to bring Him down, Jesus strikes first: 
turning the tables. 
 

Thursday, February 19, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 3 – Woes  John 13:36b; 14:1-29; 13:37-38a; Matt. 21:23-46; Psalm 5 
Jesus preaches one last time to the massive Passover crowd, and the religious leaders try to trap Him in His words. 
 

Thursday, February 26, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 4 – The Same Coin  John 13:18-30, 33-36a; Matt. 21:18-22 
Afraid of public outcry—and further embarrassment— Caiaphas resolves to arrest Jesus quietly at night. Only one 
problem: no one knows how to find Him. 
 

Thursday, March 5, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 5 – Because of Me  Matt. 26:22; John 13:23-24; Luke 22:23-30; Mark 11:12-25 
The decision to arrest Jesus leads to a fiery debate. Roman soldiers track down a troublemaking crowd. Shmuel finds 
help from an unexpected source. 
 

Thursday, March 12, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 6  -  Reunions  Matthew 26:20-30; John 15:1-17 
As Jesus’ followers gather for the Passover meal, His enemies assemble for a man hunt.  Judas holds a secret 
meeting. 
 

Thursday, March 19, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 7  -  The Upper Room: Part 1  John 13:1-17; Isa. 52:7 
Jesus and the disciples celebrate Hanukkah. Matthew confronts Judas about irregularities, and the festival turns into 
a fight, then flight. The disciples escape with their lives, but learn a friend hasn’t been so lucky. 
 

Thursday, March 26, 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 
EPISODE 8  -  The Upper Room: Part 2  Matthew 26:17-56; Ezek. 37:1-14 
Pilate summons Atticus to read him the riot act. The Sanhedrin boils over. The Last Supper ends. 
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Samaritan’s Feet Sneaker Drive  

is back in business! Susan is ready to collect! 

Donations (sneakers only please) can go in the               

Library bin.  

For more information about this ministry go to        

samaritansfeet.org or contact Susan Olson 

shireyolson7@gmail.com. 

The Wise Owls 

February’s meeting is all about love.  

On Saturday, February 21, 12:00 pm in Room 12, 

Julie Koenig will speak about classic love stories 

while the Owls enjoy beef  stroganoff .  

Everyone is asked to please bring a Valentine to 

share.  

Sign up for the potluck by the mailboxes 

TLC Book Club 

The book for February is And Take They Our 

Life: Martin Luther’s Theology of Martyrdom by 

Bryan Wolfmueller.  

This book digs into Luther’s understanding of 

Christian suffering and death, and preaches Christ 

to fainting hearts, so that we too would joyfully 

face persecution, suffering, and even death, 

knowing that Jesus waits for us.   

Looking forward to seeing you on Monday,            

February 16, at 7:00 pm in Room 12. 
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Operation Christmas Child 

 

For the month of February, please continue to keep 

an eye out for winter discounted and clearance 

items (gloves, hats, scarves, etc.).   

Let's focus this month on children's fun accessories 

(sunglasses, jewelry, hair ties, bows, headbands 

and any other items that you see!).   

Again, what an amazing ministry we can all be a 

part of as we reach millions for Christ!   

Thank you 

 ~ Alisha Wright 

Prayer Shawl  

There will no longer be any meetings at church for 

the Prayer Shawl Ministry. Thank you to all the 

ladies that have attended.  I have appreciated you 

over the last 19 years.          

 

LWML  

Stop by the LWML board in the library to see what 

is happening.   

There is a list of the 2025-2027 National Mission 

Grants, to whom and how much was approved at 

the June 2025 convention.                      

Also there is a summary of Mission Grant 1, 8, 15, 

22 and 29.  

 

- Sandy Dixon 

The Annual Safety Training 

*NEW DATE* 

The Annual Safety Training for all leaders (and open 

to all members) is scheduled for Saturday, February 

28 from  9:00 - 11:00 pm in the sanctuary!   

The Board of Directors, The Elders and The Safety                  

committee continue to strive to make TLC a safe 

place to worship and enjoy fellowship!   

Come hear Lieutenant Riley share current statistics, 

review safety protocols for Sunday mornings and 

other information that helps us all be more aware of 

what’s happening on a Sunday morning, how        

anyone can help recognize and divert an issue.   

This is YOUR church, let’s keep it safe together! 
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Marriage Connect Group 

This month we will officially finish our "Vertical            

Marriage" study.  Our final session is titled "All In".   

Even if you haven't been to the first four that's okay, 

please come anyway to see what "All In" looks like for 

your marriage.   

We will have group on Thursday, February 5 at 6:00 

pm in Room 12.   

Let's start the year off right and do breakfast for               

dinner.  Bring your favorite breakfast dish and come      

enjoy some great fellowship.    

 

*We will be pausing group during the Lenten season 

and will resume our group nights following Easter.   

Stay tuned in March for the announcement regarding 

our date in April and the upcoming new Marriage 

study.  Trent & Alisha Wright 

~ Trent and Alisha Wright 

New Members 

New Member Instruction Class – Part 2 is                 

Saturday, February 21 from 9:00- 11:00 am           

in the Youth Room. 

New members will be received on Sunday,              

February 22, 2026.  

Please talk with Pastor Andy if you would like to 

join TLC. 

Call/text 330-203-5474 

Email pastorandy@tlcoh.org 
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Board of Elders 

John Dailey, head 

Marty Hauser 

Chris Tywon 

Todd Hedderly 

Bob Knepper  

Eric Fink 

Staff 

Pastor Andy, Pastor 

David Wallace, Music Ministry 

LaVonne Dolliver, Organist 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manager 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

Board of Directors 

Jim Bergmann, chair 

Kris Kodzev, vice chair 

Brian Kuntz, treasurer 

Ellen Tywon, secretary 

Daryl Parma 

Heidi Wojcik 

Heidi Beck 

Jerry Young 

Altar Guild: Becky Springer, head;  Janet Buckles, Kathy Vanaman, 

 Ellen Tywon, Marge Lasher, Cheryl Luke, Barb Fink,  

 Heidi Wojcik  & Gail McAlister 

Altar Flower Orders/Flower Chart: Lindsay Snyder/Becky Springer 

Bible Study Leaders: Pastor Andy, John Dailey, Chris Tywon,                    

Brian Kuntz, Gail McAlister, Jeanne Colosetti,                 

Kathy Vanaman, Jared Shoup, Regina & Kris Kodzev 

Book Club: Pastor Andy 

Master Calendar: Lindsay Snyder 

Children’s Ministry/Sunday School: Gail McAlister 

Confirmation: Pastor Andy 

Easter Breakfast: Youth Group 

Facility Rental: Lindsay Snyder 

Finance Auditors: Denise Larson & Denny Gearhart 

Food Pantry: Gail McAlister 

Funeral Luncheons:  Gail McAlister & Pam Klicman  

Historian: Ethel Walent 

KidMin Ministries: Regina Kodzev 

Librarian: Denise Larson 

Lillies at Easter & Poinsettias at Christmas: Becky Springer 

Marriage Connect Group: Alisha & Trent Wright 

MITES & LWML: Sandy Dixon 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC): Alisha Wright 

Outreach Activities for Preschool & King’s Kids:                             

 Gail McAlister, coordinator   

Prayer Buddies: Lindsay Snyder & Gail McAlister 

Prayer Chain: Kathy Vanaman, Sandee Mick 

Readers for Worship/Scheduler: Lindsay Snyder 

Refill Restore Revive:  Regina Kodzev 

Sewing for Service: Pam Klicman 

Strat Op/2030 Vision: Marty Hauser, facilitator 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Gail McAlister, coordinator;                 

 Kevin Heilmeier, head chef 

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Regina Kodzev 

Wise Owls: Fae & Larry Broemsen 

Women’s Fellowship: Kathy Vanaman 

Youth Ministry: Jared & Miranda Shoup 

Sue Pifer, Nursery attendant 

Laurene Malish, Custodian 

Ben & Val Jews, Custodians 
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Winter Wonderland Dinner Dance - Saturday, February 7, 2026, 5-10 pm at The Venue, 10 Tallmadge Circle 

The Winter Wonderland Dance includes live music, hors d'oeuvres, dinner, dessert, dancing, and a cash bar. This year's event 

features music by Ronnie Clinton, playing top 40, doo-wop, country, Rat Pack, and more. $35 per person. Tickets go on sale at 

the Recreation Center and online on November 1 (click to purchase). 

 

Maca Pool Memberships go on sale for Tallmadge residents on February 15, 2026 NEW - Click here to renew your 

passes online!  

 

 

Family Fun Fest at the Tallmadge Recreation Center - Friday, February 27, 6:30 - 9:30 pm A family-oriented night 

that includes a variety of family fun like inflatables, crafts, face painting, exhibits, games, and a live petting zoo! Everyone will 

also have the chance to meet several big furry celebrities, such as the University of Akron's Zippy, the Tallmadge Blue Devil and 

the Akron Rubber Ducks mascots!  

Pre-sale tickets: $8/person   Event Day tickets: $10/person   Children 2 and under are free. Tickets go on sale at the Recreation 

Center and online (click to purchase) on February 1. 

 

The Tallmadge Circular: cbc13663-7d0d-4002-bb14-2b4caa471f06.pdf (eschoolview.com)  

https://ohtallmadgeweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/search.html?display=detail&module=PSI
https://ohtallmadgeweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/
https://ohtallmadgeweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/
https://web1.myvscloud.com/wbwsc/ohtallmadgewt.wsc/search.html?display=detail&module=PSI&SessionID=54d51e898be2fd08c5e4ad8e869c849e34a4467bac2ab383c310536f6e6f302a8725b130ea95b249e3839d93d50a4ae6d1e8746dd65295ec1b0ee2e9c1f17338&_csrf_token=4b50e2dfdea718ff294
https://filecabinet7.eschoolview.com/856901F4-B482-4992-A229-7FA7B9AAA41B/cbc13663-7d0d-4002-bb14-2b4caa471f06.pdf
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Sunday School Corner  

February’s Theme: Community 

  Community in the Context of God’s Family 

Love: Choosing to treat others the way Jesus treats us. 

Join US every Sunday- 9:20- 10:15 am in Room 7!  

Opening for ALL grades at 9:20!  

Hope to see you there! 

 Ms. Holly & Ms. Angie, Mrs. Bergmann & Ms. Gail 

   

 Here’s our Bible stories for February! 
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THE MUSIC MINISTRY  

Lent a time for reflection, sacrifice, and spiritual growth  

Attention Handbell Ringers!  

 

I am very happy to announce that I have received enough positive responses to the Handbell Survey  

to start rehearsals with a new 2-octave handbell ensemble!  

We will begin rehearsing on Thursday, February 5, 2026 from 6 - 7 pm in Room #2.  

This will be an awesome group of experienced ringers, and I am excited to begin and start preparing Lenten and Easter music! 

However, if you missed out on turning in your survey, or if you think you are interested in joining us, there is still room!  

Four  more experienced musicians are needed to expand the group to a 3-octave handbell ensemble.   This is your chance! 

 

There is also interest in a beginning handbell ensemble that has 7-14 openings.   

The beginning ensemble is scheduled to meet Wednesday afternoons from 4:00-5:00 pm in Room 2.   

No experience is needed for this group.  We’re starting at the very beginning!   

We will have a start date when more people express an interest.  

If you haven’s done so yet, please pick up a Handbell Survey, complete it and return it a.s.a.p. to Janice Kobb’s mailbox,  

or contact her at:  330.760.5281 or cek54jmk@gmail.com 

mailto:cek54jmk@gmail.com
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Youth Group News 
Jared Shoup  Miranda Shoup Pastor Andy 

Join Jared Shoup, Youth Ministry leader, on Wednesday nights at 5:30 pm for the New Youth Bible Study  

geared towards Senior High School student. 

Super bowl subs are on sale now! Please grab an order form from the info stands in the Info Stands.  All subs come 

with a bag of chips, pickles, dessert and a bottle of water. Orders are due by Sunday, February 1.                           

Youth - Sub prep Sunday, February 8 

Pick-up is Sunday, February 8. 

All T-Shirt orders are in the Library ready for pick-up. 

Sunday, February 15 from 12:00 - 2:00 pm 
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Tallmadge Christian Preschool  

Teacher Spotlight 

          Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

Gail McAlister, new Interim Director at Tallmadge Christian Preschool! 

 

Gail has a Bachelor’s of Art in Education and a Master’s in Administration from The University of 

Akron.  She retired after 34 years of service, and still likes to substitute teach when she can. 

Ten years of her service focused on Early Intervention, Preschool, and Licensing.   

She has worked with kids with Special Needs her entire career.  

Gail has been volunteering in the PS program for over the last five years,  

so moving into this role is a great fit!   

In her spare time, she loves to explore new restaurants, walking her dogs  

and spending time with her family and friends! 

We are grateful to have Gail step into this role so that services for our kids continues!   

Welcome Gail! 
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All profits will be used to include            

Music Therapy and other special           

activities for the remainder                         

of the school year.   

February 13 - March 2.  

Delivery is March 20.  
 

Order Forms are in the Info Stands. 

Thank you for your continued support 

to our Preschool Programs!  
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The Living Light 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church 

Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

King’s Kids School-Age Child Care 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church exists to help people                                                                                                                                                                  

GROW as disciples of Christ, CARE for one another, and SHARE the love of Jesus in our community. 
Rev. Andy Alberts, Pastor 

pastorandy@tlcoh.org 

David Wallace, Music Director  

TLC@davidwallace.us 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manger 

administrator@tlcoh.org 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

secretary@tlcoh.org 

Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

tcpdirector@tlcoh.org 
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