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NÞ óĢ zóĢÞć 

Blessed Be the Name of the Lord 
What the Book of Job Teaches Us About Faith, Suffering, and Grace 

The name ñJobò itself comes from a word meaning enemy. At his lowest                 

moments, Job announced that God had become his enemyðand that God was 

treating him as one. In that raw, anguished cry, Job becomes the representative 

of every believer who has ever sat in the darkness of suffering and wondered 

whether God is still for them. If you have ever been there, the Book of Job is 

written for you. 

This Lent we are working our way through this extraordinary book. I want to 

share some of its most important teachings with you here, because Job offers far 

more than a story about a man who suffered and recovered. It speaks to the very 

heart of what it means to be a Christianðwhy we serve God, what faith really 

looks like under pressure, and how to walk alongside those who are hurting. 
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The Real Question in Job  

Most people assume the Book of Job is about theodicyðthe question of why a good and powerful God allows innocent people 

to suffer. That is certainly a theme woven through the book. But the driving question God himself raises in the opening               

chapters is something altogether different: Do people serve God because of what they get from him, or out of loving gratitude 

for what he has already done? 

In the heavenly prologue, the accuser (Satan) makes a cynical wager: take away Jobôs 

blessings and he will curse God to his face. Every man has his price, Satan insists. Job 

only loves God because God has been good to him. God accepts the challenge,                    

confident that Jobôs faith is genuineðnot a transaction, but a relationship rooted in 

grace. 

This is the question that confronts each of us: Is our faith a vending machine                       

relationship, where we put in good behavior and expect blessings in return? Or is it a 

living trust in the God who loves us freely and unconditionally? The Bible answers that 

question by pointing us to Jesus who has suffered for our sins on the cross.  Jesus entered into our humanity and suffered for 

us! 

The Danger of False Faith 

Jobôs three friendsðEliphaz, Bildad, and Zopharðarrive in the opening chapters as models of compassion. They travel to be 

with him, they weep, they sit with him in silence for seven days and seven nights. They begin well. But then they begin to talk, 

and everything unravels. 

Their theology is built on a mechanical view of retribution: the righteous always prosper and the wicked always suffer.               

Therefore, since Job is suffering, he must have sinned. Their counsel to him is simpleðstop claiming innocence and repent. 

What they cannot accept is a righteous sufferer. Their faith has no room for a God who justifies sinners by grace. 

This is a sobering mirror for all of us. How often do we, even unconsciously, operate with the same assumptions? When things 

go well, we feel we must be doing something right. When someone endures prolonged suffering or hardship, we quietly          

wonder what they did to deserve it. The friendsô error was not a lack of compassionðit was a lack of the Gospel. They knew 

the Law, but they did not know grace. 

Jobôs Remarkable Faith 

Jobôs faith is not serene or tidy. He rages. He laments. He accuses God of injustice. He curses 

the day of his birth. And yet, scattered like gold through the dark ore of his anguish, there are 

some of the most breathtaking  confessions of faith in all of Scripture. 

In Job 13:15 he declares, ñThough he slay me, yet will I trust in him.ò In Job 19:25ï27 he            

confesses a living Redeemer who will stand upon the earth, and that with his own eyes he will 

see Godðan extraordinary anticipation of the resurrection. Job longs for a Mediator, someone 

who can stand between him and God, plead his case, and bring reconciliation. 

This, of course, is precisely what we have in Jesus Christ. Jobôs Redeemer lives. He has stood 

upon the earth. He has taken our case before the Father, bearing the full weight of judgment so 

that we might stand before God not on the basis of our own righteousness, but on the basis of 

his. The Book of Job points us straight to the cross and the empty tomb.                          

              (conti.) 
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Early Communion Instruction  

 

Pastor Andy will offer the faith milestone of Early Communion instruction for youth 5th grade and older during a 3-hour retreat 

on Saturday, March 14, 2026 from 9:00 am to 12:00pm in Room 12.  

Along with their parents (or caring adult), students will learn about the gift of Holy Communion, how to prepare oneself to 

receive this gift, and the Biblical event of the Passover.   

This instruction is OPTIONAL!  Students who do not participate will continue to receive First Communion at their                               

Confirmation.  

Godôs Answer from the Whirlwind 

When God finally speaks in Job 38ï41, He does not explain Jobôs suffering. He does not answer the theodicy question. Instead, 

he opens the entire universe before Jobôs eyesðthe foundations of the earth, the gates of death, the storehouses of snow and hail, 

the morning stars, the young lions hunting their prey. The effect is not to humiliate Job, but to expand his vision beyond his own 

pain. 

In Job 3, he was curved inward, consumed by his own suffering. In the Yahweh speeches, God opens his horizons wide and           

invites him to look outward toward life and upward toward heaven. The God who governs the cosmos with such meticulous care 

is the same God who governs every human lifeðincluding yours, including mineðaccording to his own lofty purposes of grace, 

justice, and eternal salvation. 

I hope you will join us on Lenten Midweek worship services on Wednesday nights and my Sunday morning Bible Study in 

Room 12 as we continue exploring this magnificent and challenging book together. Whatever suffering or doubt you may be  

carrying right now, the Book of Job was written for youðand it points you to the living Redeemer who suffered and died on the 

cross for you and gloriously rose from the dead.   

Walking with Jesus Christ together, 

Pastor Andy 
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Z×Ăġ×Ă ¯ĉĘĜçêĕ zÍç×Óĥû× 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper   6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026   5:00 pm Lenten Supper   6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, March 18, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper  6:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, March 25, 2026  5:00 pm Lenten Supper   6:30 pm Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HĉûĹ ¯××ø 

Palm Sunday  Sunday, March 29, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 am Worship 

Maundy Thursday Thursday, April 2, 2026, 6:30 pm Worship 

Good Friday  Friday, April 3, 2026, 12:00 & 6:30 pm Worship 

Easter Sunday  Sunday, April 5, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 am Worship  

 

TLCôs Annual Easter Egg Hunt  Saturday, April 4, 10:00 am 
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Operation Christmas Child 

We are off to a great start of the year! 

As winter comes to an end, please continue to keep  

looking for great deals on clearance items (gloves, hats, 

scarves, etc.).  I look at the clearance aisle everywhere I 

go.  If anyone finds GREAT deals marked down that 

cannot be passed up, please let me know.  Text me             

anytime (330-354-6796). I'm always on the lookout for 

great deals for the kids we pack for.   

 

For the month of March, I'd like to collect toys.  We can 

never have enough toys.  Place all donations in the large 

wicker bin in the library marked for Operation Christmas 

Child or the grey bins in the donation nook.   

Thank you everyone for your support of this ministry to 

spread the Gospel to the world.                

~ Alisha 

TLC Book Club 

Join Pastor Andy on the 3rd Monday of the month, 7:00 

pm in Room 12 to discuss a book.  

The book for Monday, March 16 is Death on a Friday 

Afternoon by Richard John Neuhaus. This book offers 

meditations on the Last Words of Jesus from the cross.   

 

 

The book for April and May is The Story of                            

ChristianityðVolume 1: The Early Church to the Dawn 

of the Reformation by Justo L. Gonzalez. This book is an 

informative, interesting, and readable narrative history of 

the Christian Church.  

For April, weôll be reading pages 1-200.  For May, weôll 

be reading pages 201-411.   

Looking forward to seeing you on Monday, April 20 and 

May 18, at 7:00 pm in Room 12. 

 

Marriage Connect Group 

We will begin a new Family Life Marriage study           

series called "Art of Marriage".   

This study is designed to inspire and equip all              

marriages whether newly married,  seasoned, empty  

nesters or part of a blended family.  

If you have always wanted to know what this group is 

like, now is the time to come.  It is not marriage                  

counseling!  We come together to encourage and grow in 

connection as couples and in our marriages as we serve 

the Lord together.  Every marriage will benefit.   

 

 

We will begin this study after Easter.  Our first group 

will be on Thursday, April 16 at 6:00 pm.   

Let's enjoy food and fellowship together!  Build your 

own chicken biscuit sandwiches will be served.  Please 

bring a side dish or dessert to share.  Looking forward to 

seeing everyone  

~Trent & Alisha Wright 
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Prayer Buddies 

Prayer Buddy cards and Easter books are due           

Sunday, March 8. 

Check out Christianbooks.com, for great books at a 

great price.  

 

The Wise Owls 

The Wise Owls meet the 3rd Saturday of the month at 

12:00 pm in Room 12 for a potluck lunch and a speaker 

or themed meeting. 

 

 

Samaritanôs Feet Sneaker Drive  

Donations (sneakers only please) can go in the               

Library bin. For more information about this ministry 

go to samaritansfeet.org or contact Susan Olson 

shireyolson7@gmail.com.hank you for your donations! 

Genesis Leader Training  

New 9-month Cohorts starting March & May 2026 

 Do you have a passion for sharing Jesus with others?  Do 

you see opportunities around you to bring people together, 

but arenôt sure how?   

 

Genesis Leader is an online learning community  designed 

to deliver the tools, training, coaching, and confidence 

that mobilizes people to create and lead new communities 

where anyone can discover Jesus.  

 

TLC is looking for members to participate in this 9-month 

discipleship journey.  Talk with Pastor Andy about getting 

signed up.  Also consider talking with TLC members who 

have completed Genesis Leader TrainingðSandee Mick, 

Jared & Miranda Shoup, Kris & Regina Kodzev, Trent      

& Alisha Wright, Rich & Carol Goebelt, Tim & Diane                

Richard, & Kathy Vanaman. 

 

https://multipli.org/learn-to-evangelize-jesus/. 

Youth Group Ministry 

Join Jared Shoup, Youth Ministry leader, on Wednesday 

nights at 5:30 pm for the New Youth Bible Study geared 

towards Senior High School students. 

 

Meeting - Sunday, March 1 from 12:00 - 2:00 pm 

Bowling - Sunday, March 15 

 

 

Easter Flowers 

It is almost time to order flowers to celebrate our Risen 

Lord!  Easter Flower Order envelopes will be available 

in the Info Stands soon!   
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Board of Elders 

John Dailey, head 

Marty Hauser 

Chris Tywon 

Todd Hedderly 

Bob Knepper  

Eric Fink 

Staff 

Pastor Andy, Pastor 

David Wallace, Music Ministry 

LaVonne Dolliver, Organist 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manager 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

Gail McAlister, Preschool Director 

Board of Directors 

Jim Bergmann, chair 

Kris Kodzev, vice chair 

Brian Kuntz, treasurer 

Ellen Tywon, secretary 

Daryl Parma 

Heidi Wojcik 

Heidi Beck 

Jerry Young 

Altar Guild: Becky Springer, head;  Janet Buckles, Kathy Vanaman, 

 Ellen Tywon, Marge Lasher, Cheryl Luke, Barb Fink,  

 Heidi Wojcik  & Gail McAlister 

Altar Flower Orders/Flower Chart: Lindsay Snyder/Becky Springer 

Bible Study Leaders: Pastor Andy, John Dailey, Chris Tywon,                    

Brian Kuntz, Gail McAlister, Jeanne Colosetti,                 

Kathy Vanaman, Jared Shoup, Regina & Kris Kodzev 

Book Club: Pastor Andy 

Master Calendar: Lindsay Snyder 

Childrenôs Ministry/Sunday School: Gail McAlister 

Confirmation: Pastor Andy 

Easter Breakfast: Youth Group 

Facility Rental: Lindsay Snyder 

Finance Auditors: Denise Larson & Denny Gearhart 

Food Pantry: Gail McAlister 

Funeral Luncheons:  Gail McAlister & Pam Klicman  

Historian: Ethel Walent 

KidMin Ministries: Regina Kodzev 

Librarian: Denise Larson 

Lillies at Easter & Poinsettias at Christmas: Becky Springer 

Marriage Connect Group: Alisha & Trent Wright 

MITES & LWML: Sandy Dixon 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC): Alisha Wright 

Outreach Activities for Preschool:                             

 Gail McAlister, coordinator   

Prayer Buddies: Lindsay Snyder & Gail McAlister 

Prayer Chain: Kathy Vanaman, Sandee Mick 

Readers for Worship/Scheduler: Lindsay Snyder 

Refill Restore Revive:  Kris & Regina Kodzev 

Sewing for Service: Pam Klicman 

Strat Op/2030 Vision: Marty Hauser, facilitator 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Gail McAlister, coordinator;                 

 Kevin Heilmeier, head chef 

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Regina Kodzev 

Wise Owls: Fae & Larry Broemsen 

Womenôs Fellowship: Kathy Vanaman 

Youth Ministry: Jared & Miranda Shoup 

Sue Pifer, Nursery attendant 

Laurene Malish, Custodian 

Ben & Val Jews, Custodians 
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at Tallmadge Lutheran Church 

759 East Avenue, Tallmadge, OH 44278 

 Saturday, April 4, 2026  

Games 10:00 am - 11:25 am 

Egg Hunt begins promptly at 11:30 am 

 

Ages 0 - 8th Grade    

Balloon Artist! Games! Crafts! Coloring Contest! Snacks!                                                

Prizes for all! Andé A special visit from the Easter Bunny! 

 

Join us for a FREE Day of FUN! 

Rain or Shine! 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
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Mark your calendars for June 8-12 for our Rainforest Falls VBS! 

Please pray for our TLC kiddos and friends from the community that will join us next June. Pray we reach the families God calls 

us to minister to that week, that their schedules are clear and they trust us with their precious kiddos and sign up!  

Please also pray for our TLC volunteers; that we build a strong crew of adults and junior leaders that work together to transform 

TLC into an amazing rainforest thatôs shares the beauty of Godôs creations in nature and the truth of His words.  

During the week we will learn that  

God is our creatoré God knows everythingé  

God is our safe placeé God is love and God is forever!!!  

All things that will make us yell out  

through the canopy of tropical treesé ñWow God!!!ò 

 

Looking forward to exiting the snowy world of both True North and our current freezing, wintery state in Ohio to create the 

magnificent sites and sounds of a tropical rainforest!!!  

If you want to join our team as a volunteer that week or to help with preparations in the coming months please send a text or 

email. Weôd love to have your help! Regina Kodzev 330-213-8365 Reginalouisekostko@yahoo.com 

Vacation Bible School  
June 8 -June 12 
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Mayor Kilwayôs State of the City -  March 18 11:30 am at The Venue  

 

Maca Pool Memberships 

Resident Memberships On Sale Now! NEW - Click here to renew your passes online!  

Non Resident Membership on sale March 15 

 

THS Spring Musical - April 9-11, 7:00 pm at Tallmadge High School  

 

Municipal Income Taxes Due - April 15, 2026 

 

The Tallmadge Community Expo - April 18, 2026 at the Tallmadge Recreation Center. The Tallmadge Community      

Expo provides local businesses and non-profit groups the opportunity to make the right contacts with the right people...all in one 

place! For more information contact the Tallmadge Chamber of Commerce at 330-633-5417. 

 
 

The Tallmadge Circular - tallmadgeoh.gov/circular  

https://ohtallmadgeweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/
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Sunday School Corner 

Marchôs Theme: Compassion 

The connection between faith and Godôs Character,  

as shown through Godôs Big Story! 

Compassion That Reflects Godôs Character 

Humility: Putting others first by giving up what you want. 

Join us every Sunday from 9:20 - 10:15 am in Room 7 

Opening for ALL grades at 9:20 am 

Hope to see you there! 

Teachers: Ms. Holly & Ms. Angie, Ms. Bergmann & Ms. Gail 

We are Marching into March by having fun while we learn about Jesus! 

òI give you a new command: Love one another.ò 
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THE MUSIC MINISTRY: A Season of Growth and Offering 
As we transition from the winter frost into the reflective season of Lent, our music ministry is blooming with new energy. We 

have so much to share with you as we prepare our hearts and voices for the journey toward Easter. 

 

The Bells are Back! 

Jubilate Bells Premiere: I am thrilled to share that Janice Kobb has officially restarted our handbell choir, the Jubilate Bells! 

Janice is a true expert in the field, and her leadership has already energized the group. 

A New Perspective: Janice even convinced me to dust off my gloves and join the ensemble as a ringer! It has been years since I 

played bells, and it is a wonderful reminder that we are never too old to learn new skills or find new ways to offer our praise. 

Mark your calendars: The Jubilate Bells will make their premiere at both worship services on Sunday, March 15. You won't 

want to miss it! 

 

Chancel Choir & Sectional Highlights 

Menôs Offering: Following the beautiful performance by the women of the choir in February, our Menôs Section will be                     

presenting Gordon Moteôs arrangement of "Nothing But The Blood" on Sunday, March 8. 

Palm Sunday Celebration: We are delighted that our children will be joining the Chancel Choir for our Palm Sunday service on 

March 29! Gail McAllister is working hard to help prepare the children's part, and we are so excited to have their energy and 

voices added to our "Hosanna" as we welcome the King. 

Holy Week Preparation: We are currently in rehearsals for Easter (April 5). If youôve been thinking about joining the choir, 

now is a great time to start as we prepare for our Easter season. We always welcome people who love to sing to join us! 

 

Staffing News: A Reason for Prayerful Anticipation 

We have recently interviewed a marvelous pianist for our church. She is a graduate student in Piano Performance at Kent State 

University and comes to us from China. She is currently working through some logistical details to allow her to begin her                

ministry with us. We are very hopeful and ask for your prayers that these details clear up soon so we can welcome her into our 

TLC family. 

 

A Special Shout-out to Students! 

We know many of our middle and high school students have been working hard on their Solo and Ensemble contest pieces. We 

havenôt had any takers yet, but the invitation is still open! 

We would love to have you share your music as a "Musical Offering" during a Sunday service. It is a wonderful, low-pressure 

way to "fine-tune" your performance for a friendly audience before your contest dates. Please reach out to me if youôre                  

interested! 

 

Thank you all for your continued support of the music ministry at TLC. 

Grace and Peace, 

David Wallace, Director of Music 

tlc@davidwallace.us 
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          Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

February was an exciting month with the arrival of DINOSAURS! 

Each year, we have a Dinosaur Tea Party with crafts,                                     

dinosaur prints, digging for dinosaurs, games, and of course, dinosaur 

snacksé and, of course,  a visit from a ñrealò T-Rex!                                            

A good time was had by all! 

Open Registration for 2026-2027 is officially open!  Please share!                                                

More information can be found on the TLC website,                                                                     

or contact Gail  at TCPdirector@tlcoh.org!                        

  Growing Kids in Christ   

mailto:TCPdirector@tlcoh.org
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All profits will be used to include            

Music Therapy and other special           

activities for the remainder                         

of the school year.   

Now - March 2  

Delivery is March 20.  

Order Forms are in the Info Stands. 

Thank you for your continued support 

to our Preschool Programs!  

https://thepopcornfundraiser.com/ 

https://thepopcornfundraiser.com/

