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Freedom In Christ 
 

We love the word "FREEDOM."  It shows up                     

everywhere — bumper stickers, country songs, political 

speeches, graduation addresses. We hang it on the wall and 

put it on t-shirts. Freedom feels like the most                

American thing there is, and honestly, it might be one of the 

most human things there is. 

But here's what's interesting: most of us, if we're being honest, we don't feel as free 

as we want to.  Living in the United States of America as we celebrate 250 years of 

freedom as a nation, we're free from a lot of things. But are we truly free? 

Here’s what I mean…You are free to say whatever you want — but you still say 

things you regret. You're free to eat whatever you want — and sometimes that  

freedom isn't working out great for you. You're free from certain relationships that 

were harmful — but somehow you keep getting trapped in the same relationship 

patterns.  

Freedom from something doesn't automatically mean freedom. Sometimes freedom 

can just mean a different cage. 

And I think that's exactly what the Apostle Paul had in mind when he wrote this in Galatians 5:13: "For you were called to 

freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one  another." 
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Paul knows something about the importance of freedom. He was at one time, by his own testimony, a 

prisoner. Not just for the Gospel — he was a prisoner of his own religious performance. He had all 

the credentials, all the right behavior, all the external markers of a man who had it together. And yet, 

he was enslaved to a religious system that could never deliver what it promised.  And then Jesus 

showed up. And Jesus changed everything! 

So when Paul writes to the Galatians about freedom, he's not writing theory. He's writing testimony. 

He experienced it.  His life was changed by it. 

Paul shared this freedom by preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those in Galatia. They had received the Gospel — the                 

incredible news that Jesus had set them free from the curse of the law — and then a group of teachers came along and said, 

"That's great, but you also need to do these things. Keep these rules. Follow these practices. Then you'll really be okay with 

God." And the Galatians were tempted to trade their freedom in Christ for a system of self-justification that felt more secure.  

Sound familiar? 

Maybe it's not keeping the Old Testament laws for you. But maybe it's:  

"If I can just be a good enough person..." 

"If I can just keep all the plates spinning..." 

"If I can just serve enough, give enough, do enough..." 

Then I'll feel okay. Then maybe God — and everyone else — will approve of me. 

The reality is that those thoughts are not freedom.  That way of thinking and living is a treadmill!   

So what does Jesus offer?  In the Gospel of John, the eighth chapter, Jesus is speaking to people who believe they are already 

free. They're descendants of Abraham. They have the Law. They have the Temple. They have their heritage.  The religious 

teachers proclaim, “We have never been enslaved to anyone!” (v. 33).  That statement would be darkly funny if it weren't so 

tragic. At that moment, they were living under Roman occupation. And more to the point, Jesus had just named a slavery that 

had nothing to do with Rome. 

But Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.” (v. 34)  That's the slavery that matters. 

Not political. Not economic. Spiritual. The slavery of a will bent toward itself. The slavery living for oneself. 

And then Jesus says this: “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (v. 36).   Free indeed. That's a different kind of 

free. That's not "free from external constraints." That's free at the core — free from the need to justify yourself, free from the 

fear that God's love is conditional, free from the chains of shame about your past. 

The freedom we have in Christ is all because God reaches down. God draws out. God rescues.  That's what happened at the 

cross. The Son of God reached down into the deep waters of our sin and guilt and death, and He drew us out. Not because we 

earned it. But because of His love, His covenant faithfulness, God would not let us go.  And the woman — or man — who has 

been drawn out of deep waters by the hand of God? That person is free. Genuinely, deeply, at-the-core free. 

This month of July, as you enjoy the celebrations of summer, I want to invite you to sit with this question: 

Where in my life do I most need the freedom only Christ can give? 

Maybe it's freedom from a guilt you keep carrying, even though God has already forgiven it. Maybe it's  

freedom from a pattern you keep falling into, and you need the community of the church to help you up 

again. Maybe it's freedom from the fear that you have to hold everything together on your own. 

The Son has set you FREE. That freedom is real, it is yours, and it is meant to spill over into the lives of 

everyone around you.   

In Christ's freedom, 

  

Pastor Andy 
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God’s Greater Story 
Summer Sermon Series 

 
I. Baptized into God’s Greater Story  

July 5, 2026  SPECIAL SERVICE: A Service of Prayer & Praise for our Nation 

 

II. God’s Greater Story . . .  

July 12, 2026   Christ, Our Deliverer    Romans 7:14-25a  

July 19, 2026   God, Our Father    Romans 8:12-17  

July 26, 2026   Holy Spirit, Our Intercessor   Romans 8:18-27  

August 2,2026   God, in Love, Ruling over Ruins    Romans 8:28-39  

 

III. God’s Greater People . . .  

August 9,2026   People with a Purpose     Romans 10:5-17 

August 16,2026  People who Live by God’s Proclamation  Romans 11:1-2a, 13-14, 28-32 

 

IV. God’s Greater Plan for You.  

August 23,2026  Transformed for Service    Romans 11:33-12:8  

August 30,2026  Living in Love      Romans 12:9-21  

September 6, 2026  Living in Mercy and Faithful Obedience  Romans 13:1-10 

September 13, 2026  Living in Light of Christ’s Eternal Rule   Romans 14:1-12 
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Operation Christmas Child 

We are now in full swing collection mode...final                

destination...packing party! 

Let's keep up the momentum with collecting personal 

care items.  Examples of these items are hairbrushes/

combs, nail clippers, travel tissue packs, wash cloths, fun 

adhesive bandages, nail files and chapstick.   

Please remember that toothpaste, soap of any kind and 

liquids are prohibited because of customs.   

Also, the bandages, chapstick and other items CANNOT 

be medicated or antibacterial for the same reason.   

Thank you all for your generosity as we  continue to be a 

part of this ministry  

~ Alisha 

TLC Book Club 

The TLC Book Club meets the third Monday of the 

month at 7:00 pm in Room 12. 

 

The book for June and July is The Story of Christianity—

Volume 2: The Reformation to the Present Day by Justo 

L. Gonzalez.  

This book is an informative, interesting, and readable 

narrative history of the Christian Church.  

For July, we’ll be reading pages 229-530 and meeting on 

the fourth Monday, Monday, July 27.  

Marriage Connect Group 

We have a bit of sad news.  We will not be able to hold 

group for July.  It's business and leisure that have all of 

our Thursdays and weeks busy until August.   

Our next group will be held on Thursday, August 13 at 

6:00 pm.   

Our next study in the series is "Agape".   

As the summer is wrapping up, please come and join us 

and see what we are all about.  Let's have a traditional 

summer cookout meal.  Hamburgers with all the fixings 

will be served.  Bring a side dish or dessert to share.  

Have a blessed month.  ~ Trent and Alisha Wright 
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New Members of TLC 

Pastor Andy led a time of instruction for those who 

wanted to become TLC members on Saturday, June 27.  

Those new members will be received at TLC on Sunday, 

July 12 at both services.  

 

If you would like to become a member at TLC, please 

talk with Pastor Andy or text him (330) 203-5474 or 

email him pastorandy@tlcoh.org.   

Akron-Youngstown Zone LWML 

Fall Retreat 

Saturday, September 26, 2026 

Roy Smith Shelter House   

601 Middlebury Road, Kent, Ohio 

More information to come. 

TLC Men's Retreat  
 

The TLC Men's Retreat is quickly approaching! Join us 

July 17–19 at West Branch State Park Campground 

(Sites 27 & 28) for a weekend of fellowship,                       

encouragement, campfires, outdoor  activities, and time 

in God's Word as we grow together in Christ. 

 

Please RSVP no later than Friday, July 10 so we can 

finalize our plans! 

 

For questions or to RSVP, contact Ryan Freeman at           

330-696-0425 
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The Wise Owls 

The Wise Owls meet the 3rd Saturday of the month at 

12:00 pm in Room 12 for a potluck lunch and a speaker 

or themed meeting. 

 

 

Samaritan’s Feet Sneaker Drive  

Donations (sneakers only please) can go in the               

Library bin. For more information about this ministry 

go to samaritansfeet.org or contact Susan Olson 

shireyolson7@gmail.com.hank you for your donations! 

Youth Group Ministry 

Join Jared Shoup, Youth Ministry leader, on Wednesday 

nights at 5:30 pm for the New Youth Bible Study geared 

towards Senior High School students. 

Class will continue through the summer. 

 

Alive Music Festival 

Saturday, July 18 

Atwood Lake Park, Mineral City, OH.  
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5th Annual Appreciation Luncheon 
Police & Fire  

TLC continued its annual outreach to Tallmadge employees  

(Police/Fire, City workers, City Hall employees) by providing a  delicious lunch at our pavilion!  

This year's weather was perfect, the turnout was amazing: about 90 in attendance,  

and everyone enjoyed the food and fellowship!  

We also made the City of Tallmadge Facebook Page! 

A special thanks to the amazing volunteers who made it happen:  Gail McAlister (lead), Kevin H, Denny H., 

and Pastor Andy (cooks), Betty Scaif, Edie Holzer, and Kathy Hanchett!! 
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Please do not include scissors, glue, pens, or candy. Any questions? Contact Gail, tcpdirector@tlcoh.org 

Help fill a backpack with school supplies for the Preschool children!  

The goal is 60 backpacks overflowing with supplies for the 2026-2027 school year. 

Please grab a pack or two, stuff it full of the suggested items, 

and return to TLC by Sunday, August 2. 

24-count boxes of Crayons 

Washable Markers 

Coloring Book 

Stickers 

Small packs of Tissues 

 

Small Water Bottle 

Toy or Stuffed Animal 

Children’s Book about Jesus 

Welcome Back-to-School  

Message 
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Members Who Live North of Tallmadge (Munroe Falls, Stow, silver Lake , Hudson) - The bridge on the north side of 

Brust Park will be closed on June 22 for 75 days.   

 

Tallmadge Farmers Market Thursdays from 4:00 - 7:00 pm. Venders are parked in the Tallmadge Recreation Center 

parking lot along East Ave every Thursday night through October 8, 2026.  

 

Music on the Circle  - A free summer concert series sponsored by The Tallmadge Foundation on Thursday evenings from                    

6:30 - 8:30 pm.  Bring a chair, blanket, friends, and snacks!  

July 9: The Diamond Project (Neil Diamond Tribute) 

July 16: The Other Side Band (70s, 80s, and 90s Cover) 

 July 23: Take Me Back (Chicago/70s Horn Band Tribute) 

 

Redeemer Christian School (RCS) is still accepting applications for kindergarten through eighth grade 

for the upcoming school year. Redeemer participates in the Ohio EdChoice expansion program. It is estimated that a family of 

four, earning up to $148,000, would get a scholarship of $6166 per student. RCS helps equip children with the spiritual,                     

academic, and social skills they need to thrive in life. More information can 

be found at http://www.redeemerlutheran.us/. If you have any questions or 

want to set up a tour, please call 330-923-1445. 

Blessings, 

Carol Wilson-Terrill 

 

 

The Tallmadge Circular - tallmadgeoh.gov/circular  

In The Community 
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Sunday School Corner  
July’s Theme: Seeking the Greatest Treasure 

The connection between faith and God’s Character,  

as shown through God’s Big Story! 

Truth according to God’s Message 

Join us every Sunday from 9:20 - 10:15 am in Room 7. 

Opening for ALL grades at 9:20 am. 

Summer Time means games, outside time,  

and a snack as we learn about Jesus! 
 

Teachers: Ms. Holly & Ms. Angies, Ms. Bergmann & Ms. Gail 
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MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS  

Happy Summer! 
 

Are you interested in singing with a large choir?  Larger than our chancel choir?  If so, here are a few options 

of some local community choirs that are open to anyone who likes to sing. 

 

Kent Chorus (affiliated with Kent State University) consists of students, faculty, staff, alumni and                   

community members.  They perform two concerts per year and regularly collaborates with the KSU            

Orchestra and Wind Ensemble, as well as other professional orchestras in northeast Ohio. Rehearsals are on 

Tuesdays at 7:15-9:45 pm in the Center for the Performing Arts Room E112.  No audition is necessary to 

join! 

Membership is open to the broader NE Ohio community and all Kent State University students, faculty, and 

staff who have previous choral experience. 

 

Metropolitan Chorus (affiliated with Summit Choral Society) is a unique adult choral ensemble focusing on a 

wide variety of music with a intimately-performed works. Representing many diverse backgrounds, cultures, 

races and beliefs, these multi-generational singers are brought together by their love of the choral arts.  They 

share a dedication to excellence, exploring and  preserving choral repertoire from all over the world.              

Rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings. 

 

Cuyahoga Valley Community Chorus  (formerly the    

Cuyahoga Falls Chorus) welcomes male and female                

singers of all ages!  There are no formal auditions.                

Rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. 2121 6th St. in Cuyahoga 

Falls.   



14 

 

B
irth

d
ays 

A
n

n
iversaries 

1
 E

d
en

 P
arm

elee
 

1
 Isaiah

 A
lb

erts 

2
 R

o
b

ert K
n
ep

p
er 

6
 C

h
ris T

o
k
arcik

 

1
0

 M
ary

 A
n

n
 K

aiser 

1
0

 L
isa S

m
ith

 

1
1

 Isaac A
lb

erts 

1
2

 M
ak

sim
 K

o
d

zev
 

1
3

 Jo
h
n
 M

cD
o

w
ell 

1
5

 M
atth

e
w

 W
arn

er 

1
6

 C
h
risto

p
h
er H

arse
y

 

1
7

 Jaco
b

 H
an

ch
ett 

1
8

 C
o

n
rad

 O
lso

n
 

2
0

 N
ico

las R
o

ss 

2
2

 B
eth

 H
au

ser 

2
2

 G
ail M

cA
lister 

2
2

 O
w

en
 H

arse
y

 

2
2

 A
lissa R

ip
le

y
 

2
3

 K
ath

leen
 H

a
n
ch

ett 

2
7

 M
ark

 L
u

k
e
 

4
 M

r. &
 M

rs. R
o

g
er D

etzel 

1
1

 M
r. &

 M
rs. T

ren
t W

rig
h
t 

1
2

 M
r. &

 M
rs. R

a
y
 O

lso
n

 

1
4

 R
ev

. &
 M

rs. A
n
d

re
w

 A
lb

erts 

1
6

 M
r. &

 M
rs. B

rian
 K

u
n
tz

 

1
6

 M
r. &

 M
rs. R

ich
ard

 G
o

eb
elt 

2
7

 M
r. &

 M
rs. C

h
ris T

o
k
arcik

 

S
u

n
d

a
y

 
M

o
n

d
a

y
 

T
u

e
s

d
a

y
 

W
e

d
n

e
s

d
a

y
 

T
h

u
rs

d
a

y
 

F
rid

a
y

 
S

a
tu

rd
a

y
 

  
  

  
1 7
:0

0
a
m

 M
e

n
's

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (P

a
n
e
ra

) 
1
0
:0

0
a
m

 S
e
w

in
g
 fo

r 

S
e
rv

ic
e
 (K

lic
m

a
n
) 

2 1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

   

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                 

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 

3
 

4 In
d

e
p

e
n

d
e
n

c
e
 D

a
y 

5 8
:0

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

9
:1

5
a
m

 S
u
n
d
a
y
 S

c
h
o
o
l 

(R
m

 7
) 

9
:2

0
a
m

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y 

9
:2

0
a
m

 Y
o

u
th

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (Y

o
u
th

 R
m

) 
1
0
:3

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

6 C
h

u
rc

h
 O

ffic
e

 C
lo

s
e

d 
1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

  

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t              

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 
7
:0

0
p
m

 B
o
a
rd

 o
f E

ld
e
rs

 

(R
m

 1
2

) 

7 7
:0

0
p
m

 - 8
:0

0
p
m

                  

H
a
n
d
b
e
lls

 (R
m

 2
) 

8 7
:0

0
a
m

 M
e

n
's

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (P

a
n
e
ra

) 

9 1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

  

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                   

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 

1
0

 
1

1
 

1
2 

R
e
c
e
iv

in
g

 N
e
w

 M
e

m
-

b
e

rs 
8
:0

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

9
:1

5
a
m

 S
u
n
d
a
y
 S

c
h
o
o
l 

(R
m

 7
) 

9
:2

0
a
m

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y 

9
:2

0
a
m

 Y
o

u
th

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (Y

o
u
th

 R
m

) 
1
0
:3

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

1
3 

8
:3

0
a
m

 F
o
o
d
 P

a
n
try

 P
ic

k

-U
p 

9
:3

0
a
m

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y
           

(R
m

 1
2

) 
1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

  

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                 

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 

1
4 

7
:0

0
p
m

 - 8
:0

0
p
m

              

H
a
n
d
b
e
lls

 (R
m

 2
) 

1
5 

7
:0

0
a
m

 M
e

n
's

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (P

a
n
e
ra

) 

1
6 

1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

  

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                   

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 

1
7

 
1

8 
Y

o
u
th

 M
in

is
try

 - A
liv

e
 

M
u
s
ic

 F
e
s
tiv

a
l 

1
2
:0

0
p
m

 W
is

e
 O

w
ls

  

(R
m

 1
2

) 

1
9 

8
:0

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

9
:1

5
a
m

 S
u
n
d
a
y
 S

c
h
o
o
l 

(R
m

 7
) 

9
:2

0
a
m

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y 

9
:2

0
a
m

 Y
o

u
th

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (Y

o
u
th

 R
m

) 
1
0
:3

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

2
0 

1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

  

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                  

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 

2
1 

N
e
w

s
le

tte
r D

e
a
d
lin

e 
2

2 
7
:0

0
a
m

 M
e

n
's

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (P

a
n
e
ra

) 

2
3 

1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

  

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 

2
4 

 

2
5

 

2
6 

8
:0

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

9
:1

5
a
m

 S
u
n
d
a
y
 S

c
h
o
o
l 

(R
m

 7
) 

9
:2

0
a
m

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y 

9
:2

0
a
m

 Y
o

u
th

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (Y

o
u
th

 R
m

) 
1
0
:3

0
a
m

 W
o
rs

h
ip 

2
7 

9
:3

0
a
m

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y
           

(R
m

 1
2

) 
1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

  

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                 

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 
7
:0

0
p
m

 T
L
C

 B
o

o
k
 C

lu
b

 

(R
m

 1
2

) 

2
8

 
2

9 
7
:0

0
a
m

 M
e

n
's

 B
ib

le
 

S
tu

d
y
 (P

a
n
e
ra

) 

3
0 

1
2
:0

0
p
m

 - 1
:3

0
p
m

        

M
e

m
b

e
r E

v
e

n
t                

(Y
o

u
th

 R
m

) 

3
1

 
 



15 

 



16 

 

The Living Light 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church 

Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

759 East Avenue 

Tallmadge, OH 44278 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church exists to help people                                                                                                                                                                  

GROW as disciples of Christ, CARE for one another, and SHARE the love of Jesus in our community. 
Rev. Andy Alberts, Pastor 

pastorandy@tlcoh.org 

Annie Alberts, Music Director  

music@tlcoh.org 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manger 

administrator@tlcoh.org 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

secretary@tlcoh.org 

Gail McAlister, Director of Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

tcpdirector@tlcoh.org 
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