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Lƴ ¢Ƙƛǎ LǎǎǳŜ 
 

¶ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǎǘƻǊ όǇ м-нύ 

¶ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ όǇ о-млύ 

¶ aǳǎƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ όǇ ммύ 

¶ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όǇ мнύ 

¶ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ όǇ мо-мрύ 

¶ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ  όǇ мсύ 

Sunday Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Bible Studies: 9:20 am 

Sunday School: 9:15 am 

TALLMADGE LUTHERAN CHURCH     THE LIVING LIGHT    MONTHLY NEWSLETTER     AUGUST 2026 

HE LEADS ME BESIDE  

still Waters  
HE RESTORES MY 

soul 
Psalm 23:2- 3 

Better Together  
 
So many things in our world divide us: political views, 

sports allegiances, social media rants, age, race, gender, 

time and space, personalities, temperaments, anger 

styles, work out routines, dietary restrictions, etc.  Itôs 

easy to become pretty isolated.  But what if the way to a 

better ñMEò was through ñWEò?  What if you and I truly are better together?  What 

if life could be better together?  Most of us recognize that God  created us to be with 

others, but too often we walk through this world alone. 

 

A recent study revealed that the number of Americans who say they have no close 

friends has roughly tripled in the last two decades. ñZeroò is also the most common 

response when people are asked how many confidants they have. 

 

That may seem strange in the era of Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, and boundless 

digital connectivity. But the ñfriendsò orbiting at the farthest reaches of our digital 

galaxy arenôt the ones that matter when it comes to our happiness and sense of            

wellbeing. 
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Because weôre made to be with others. In person.  Scripture tells us that weôre better together.  There is a letter in the back of the Bible that is 

written to a church in the first century. In the letter of Hebrews, the author keeps using the phrase ñLet us.ò  

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our time of need.  Hebrews 4:16    

Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturityé               

Hebrews 6:1   

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:25    

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,  Hebrews 12:2    

 

Following Jesus is not a solo sport!   
 

The Christian Church on earth exists to connect people to Jesus Christ and to connect people 

with other people.  We are truly ñBetter Together.ò A few ways that we are better together:   

¶ Together we connect with God better 

¶ Together we heal better 

¶ Together we overcome fears, raise families, fight temptations,             

and bless the world around us better. 

 

I hope and pray that you can make time this summer to connect with others ï at Tallmadge Lutheran Church and in your           

community. Host a BBQ.  Go to a ball game together.  Eat at a restaurant.  Go on a walk with someone.  Invite a friend to 

church.   

 

In Genesis 2:18, the LORD said, ñIt is not good for man to be alone.ò  By Godôs grace and filled with the Holy Spirit, let us 

reach out to connect with others being mindful that we are ñBetter Together!ò 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Andy 
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òWhat are you living FOR?ó 

You were made for more than just  

believing and existing until you die.  

You were made to SERVE! 

 

w[/ {9w±LbD /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нт τ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мΣ нлнс 

If Jesus offers a full and abundant life, then why does it feel as if words like burnout, exhaustion, anger, loneliness, 

unhappiness, and anxiety are winning the day? Something feels very off. A full and abundant life results in purpose, 

meaning, fulfillment, joy, and happiness. What are we missing? 

On Sunday September 27, 2026 our TLC church family will begin a 40-day life changing journey to SERVE like          

Jesus.  This church campaign will challenge us as individuals and as a church to flip from a ñserve usò mentality to a 

ñserviceò mentality.  Following Jesus is more that just adhering to a set of beliefs; it means pursing the life and                

example of Jesus.  To be a Christian and to be a disciple, or follower of Jesus, is one and the same.   

 

Throughout this 40-day Service Challenge, we will be learning together to have the same attitude of Jesus, who came 

to seek and serve the lost.  Through special messages preached during worship, daily individual readings from the 

Serving Challenge Book, and video-based studies for small groups that focus on following Jesus through our service.  

We will discover the five aspects of Serving like Jesus: Attitude, Availability, Action, Ability, and Ambition. 

 

Iôm asking every member of TLC to be part of a small group to go through 40-day Serving Challenge.  I am also 

looking for 20 individuals or couples that would be willing to serve as hosts for a small group.  These small groups 

can include TLC members, neighbors, co-workers and anyone else that might want to be a part of this campaign.  I 

know that this study of what the  Bible says about service will bring a revival to all our relationships!  We were made 

to love and serve others as Christ has loved and served us.   
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Schedule at a Glance 

Pre-launch August 30 ............................ Sign up to be a Host Home. New host sign-up opportunity. 

Pre-launch September 6............................ Sign up to be a Host Home. New host sign-up opportunity. 

Pre-launch September 13 ............................ Sign up to be a Host Home or to join a group. Hosts invite guests 
      to attend;  curriculum distribution. 

Pre-launch September 20 ............................ Sign up to be a Host Home or to join a group. Hosts invite guests 
      to attend; curriculum distribution. 

Small Groups will study the following topics each week: 

Week One................................ 

September 27 ï October 3 

 

 

Week Two................................ 

October 4-10 

 

Week Three............................. 

October 11-17 

 

Week Four............................... 

October 18-24 

 

Week Five................................ 

October 25-31 

 

Week Six.................................. 

November 1-7 

 

Week Seven............................. 

November 8 

RLC SERVING Challenge Kick -Off  

Read Intro and Days 1ï5 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week One of the RLC 

Serving Challenge with your small group. 

 

Weekend message: òATTITUDEó  

Read Days 6ï12 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Two of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: òAVAILABILITY ó  

Read Days 13ï19 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Three of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: òACTIONó  

Read Days 20ï26 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Four of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: òABILITYó  

Read Days 27ï33 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Five of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: òAMBITIONó  

Read Days 24ï40 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Six of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

MINISTRY FAIR & TIME & TALENT FORMS                     

Have a small group Service celebration party! 
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TLC Book Club 

Join Pastor Andy the third Monday of the month at  

7:00 pm in Room 12to discuss a book. 

 

On Monday, August 17, the group will discuss the book 

ñThe Screwtape Lettersò by C.S. Lewis.  

 

A pdf copy of this book is available. 

TLCôs Annual Outdoor Worship &            

Church Picnic  

Sunday, August 30 in the pavilion. 

Stay after Outdoor 10:30 am service to enjoy the picnic 

at noon.  

Hot dogs, hamburgers, and drinks will be provided.   

Please bring a dish to share.  

Last names A-M bring a salad or side dish. 

N-Z bring a dessert. There will be games for kids of all 

ages.  

Please sign up by the church mailboxes.   

Enjoy the day as the Body of Christ as we eat and enjoy 

fellowship together.   

Red Letter Challenge: Serving Coming to TLC this Fall   

Kick-off Sunday will be September 27, 2026.  

Get ready to embark on a 40-Day Life Changing Journey called Serving Challenge. In this challenge, you will learn from the 

greatest servant of all, Jesus Christ. After learning about Jesus, you will be challenged to practice the five aspects of serving like 

Jesus. Ultimately, we believe that serving like Jesus will provide you with more personal fulfillment than you ever thought             

possible. This church-wide campaign will include a daily devotion, small groups, and service projects. Stay tuned for more           

details! 



с 

 

Marriage Connect Group 

Our next group will be held on Thursday, August 13 at 6:00 

pm.  Our next study in the series is "Agape".   

As the summer is wrapping up, please come and join us and 

see what we are all about.   

Let's have a traditional summer cookout meal. Hamburgers 

with all the fixings will be served.  Bring a side dish or     

dessert to share.  

Have a blessed month.   

~ Trent and Alisha Wright 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

As we wrap up summer collections, it's great to end with 

collecting school supplies.  This month, let's supply children 

who cannot go to school until they have the supplies needed, 

with exactly that!   

Pencils, sharpeners, crayons, colored pencils, scissors,              

rulers, small notebooks, glue sticks (no liquid glue!), etc.    

We only have a few more months of collections.   

I am ever grateful for everyone who helps make this                 

ministry a success.   

Thank you! 

~ Alisha  

 

Blessing of Backpacks  

Help fill a backpack with school supplies for the Preschool 

children!  

The goal is 60 backpacks overflowing with supplies for the 

2026-2027 school year.  

Please grab a pack or two, stuff it full of the suggested 

items, fill out the welcome back-to-school message, and  

return to TLC by Sunday, August 2.  

 

Blessing of Backpacks is Sunday, August 9. 
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Preschool Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair is Sunday, August 2 from 9:00 am - 

12:00 pm and Monday, August 3 from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm in 

the gym.  

Come enjoy light refreshments as you shop and support TCP. 

This is a great time to pick up a Prayer Buddy Book, too. 

 

 

The Wise Owls 

The Wise Owls meet the 3rd Saturday of the month at 12:00 

pm in Room 12 for a potluck lunch and a speaker or themed 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Samaritanôs Feet Sneaker Drive  

Donations (sneakers only please) can go in the Library bin. 

For more information about this ministry go to                         

samaritansfeet.org or contact Susan Olson 

shireyolson7@gmail.com.hank you for your donations! 

 

 

 

Youth Group Ministry 

Join Jared Shoup, Youth Ministry leader, on Wednesday 

nights at 5:30 pm for Youth Bible Study geared towards    

Senior High School students. 

 

 

 

LWML Akron-Youngstown Zone                      

Fall Retreat 

September 26, 2026. Roy Smith Shelter house in Kent 601 

Middlebury Road.  

More information will be coming.   
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,FOM:F ƻI99>:G 
Its time to start preparing for the Prayer Buddy Program!  

Being a Prayer Buddy is a wonderful way to show our Preschool families we care for them, their 

children, and to exercise the practice of prayer.  

A Prayer Buddy is asked to pray for their student(s) and his/her family on a regular basis and send a 

personalized card the second Sunday of the month October through May.  

Please sign up by the mailboxes with your name, contact information, and how many Buddies you 

would like to prayer for this year.  

Prayer Buddy folders; including a calendar, fun stickers, name labels, and Bible verses; will be in the 

library for you to pick up mid-September.  

Get Excited! Itôs a New School Year! 

For more information and if you are interested in this wonderful outreach program, please contact 

Gail McAlister, tcpdirector@tlcoh.org or Lindsay in the church office, secretary@tlcoh.org.             

Please no gifts or candy.  

4~h q]« |j´jª z~«® «rpq® ~o ·~¯ 
5j µrzz p¯rhj ·~¯ ®qª~¯pq 

mailto:gmcalister1@neo.rr.com
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Board of Elders 

John Dailey, head 

Marty Hauser 

Chris Tywon 

Todd Hedderly 

Bob Knepper  

Eric Fink 

Staff 

Pastor Andy, Pastor 

Annie Alberts, Music Ministry 

LaVonne Dolliver, Organist 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manager 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

Gail McAlister, Preschool Director 

Board of Directors 

Jim Bergmann, chair 

Kris Kodzev, vice chair 

Brian Kuntz, treasurer 

Ellen Tywon, secretary 

Daryl Parma 

Heidi Wojcik 

Heidi Beck 

Jerry Young 

Altar Guild: Becky Springer, head;  Janet Buckles, Kathy Vanaman, 

 Ellen Tywon, Marge Lasher, Cheryl Luke, Barb Fink,  

 Heidi Wojcik  & Gail McAlister 

Altar Flower Orders/Flower Chart: Lindsay Snyder/Becky Springer 

Bible Study Leaders: Pastor Andy, John Dailey, Chris Tywon,                    

Brian Kuntz, Gail McAlister, Jeanne Colosetti,                 

Kathy Vanaman, Jared Shoup, Regina & Kris Kodzev 

Book Club: Pastor Andy 

Master Calendar: Lindsay Snyder 

Childrenôs Ministry/Sunday School: Gail McAlister 

Confirmation: Pastor Andy 

Easter Breakfast: Youth Group/Jared Shoup 

Facility Rental: Lindsay Snyder 

Finance Auditors: Denise Larson & Denny Gearhart 

Food Pantry: Gail McAlister 

Funeral Luncheons:  Gail McAlister 

Historian: Ethel Walent 

Librarian: Denise Larson 

Lillies at Easter & Poinsettias at Christmas: Becky Springer 

Marriage Connect Group: Alisha & Trent Wright 

MITES & LWML: Sandy Dixon 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC): Alisha Wright 

Prayer Buddies: Lindsay Snyder & Gail McAlister 

Prayer Chain: Kathy Vanaman, Sandee Mick 

Readers for Worship/Scheduler: Lindsay Snyder 

Refill Restore Revive:  Kris & Regina Kodzev 

Sewing for Service: Pam Klicman 

Strat Op/2030 Vision: Marty Hauser, facilitator 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Gail McAlister, coordinator;                 

 Kevin Heilmeier, head chef 

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Regina Kodzev 

Wise Owls: Fae Broemsen 

WINGS: Tim & Diane Richard, Chris & Ellen Tywon 

Womenôs Fellowship: Kathy Vanaman 

Youth Ministry: Jared & Miranda Shoup 

Sue Pifer, Nursery attendant 

Laurene Malish, Custodian 

Ben & Val Jews, Custodians 
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Tallmadge Circlefest & Light Parade - Saturday August 8, 5:00 - 11:00 pm. Come visit TCPôs table! 

Tallmadge Paving Project begins August 3. 

Maca Pool - last day is August 9. 

Tallmadge City Schools return the week of August 17. 

Tallmadge Primetimers - monthly meetings, recreational activities, luncheons, and volunteer projects. Call 

Joanne at 234-352-1050. 

Coffee Talk Programs - Thursdays, 10:00 am at the Tallmadge Community Center.  

9/11 Remembrance Candle Lighting - Friday, Sept 11 on the circle. 

The Tallmadge Circular - tallmadgeoh.gov/circular  

Dì sÕÇ +òëëĎì×ĉĞ 
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THE MUSIC MINISTRY:  

Happy August!   

 

We are starting to think about choir resuming, Bells resuming,                                         

Christmas Cantata and more!   

 

This is a perfect time to join one (or more) of our musical groups here at TLC.             

NONE of our groups require previous musical experience or ability.  Our directors are 

more than happy to teach you what is needed, and our various groups are very                      

welcoming to all new members, regardless of past experience.   

 

If you are interested in playing bells, singing with the choir, joining praise team,                      

or if you play a musical instrument, please let us know!   

 

You can talk to Annie or Janice on a Sunday morning or call Annie at 330-801-7545.   

 

We look forward to seeing new faces this fall! 
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Sunday School Corner 

August Theme: Made In Godôs Image 

The connection between faith and Godôs Character,  

as shown through Godôs Big Story! 

 I am created in the image of God and have unique potential and worth.  

Opening for ALL grades at 9:20!  

NEW age groups will start on August 16th! 

Summer time means more games, outside time, and a snack as we learn about Jesus!   

 Everyone is welcome! 
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  Growing Kids in Christ   

Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ .ŀŎƪ ¢/t {ǘŀũ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлнс-нлнт {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 

L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴŜǿ 

ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŜǾŜǊΗ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ 

ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΗ  - aǎΦ Dŀƛƭ 

Gail McAlister,                    

TCP Director 

Mrs. Nicolson                           

3ôs Lead Teacher  

Mrs. Manus                             

4ôs Assistant Teacher 

Mrs. Ramirez                        

3ôs Assistant Teacher 

Mrs. Bright                              

4ôs Lead Teacher 

Mrs. Dussel                            

4ôs Assistant Teacher 

Mrs. Avantino                        

PreK Lead Teacher 

Mrs. Freeman                          

PreK Assistant Teacher 
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Please do not include scissors, glue, pens, or candy.      Any questions? Contact Gail, tcpdirector@tlcoh.org 

Help fill a backpack with school supplies for the Preschool children!  

The goal is 60 backpacks overflowing with supplies for the 2026-2027 school year. 

Please grab a pack or two, stuff it full of the suggested items, 

and return to TLC by Sunday, August 2. 

24-count boxes of Crayons 

Washable Markers 

Coloring Book 

Stickers 

Small packs of Tissues 

 

Small Water Bottle 

Toy or Stuffed Animal 

Childrenôs Book about Jesus 

Welcome Back-to-School  

Message 
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