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Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world.  

 

 

 

 

Same Mind, Same Mission: Getting Ready to Serve 

 

 

There's a scene in Matthew 20 that never stops stinging me a little. James and 

John's mother comes to Jesus with a request: let my sons sit at your right and left 

hand in your kingdom. The other ten disciples are indignant — not because the               

request was inappropriate, but because they wanted those seats too. Jesus'                 

response cuts through all of it: "Whoever wants to be great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave — 

just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:26-28). 

 

That's the upside-down math of the kingdom. Greatness isn't measured by who's 

served — it's measured by who serves.  
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On Sunday, September 27, we're beginning a 40-Day Serving Challenge as a congregation, and I 

want to spend this month helping us get our hearts ready for it. Because here's the truth: you can 

hand someone a list of service projects, and if their heart isn't in the right place, it becomes one 

more obligation to check off. But if we go into these 40 days with the mind of Christ, it becomes 

something else entirely — an act of worship. 

 

Paul gives us that mindset in Philippians 2:5-11: "Have this same attitude in yourselves that was 

also in Christ Jesus." He goes on to describe a Savior who, though equal with God, emptied                   

himself, took the form of a servant, and humbled himself all the way to death on a cross. Only 

after that humility does Paul mention the exaltation — the name above every name. Jesus doesn't 

skip the serving to get to the glory. The serving is the glory. 

 

As we prepare our hearts for these 40 days, I want to lift up five marks of a servant heart — five A's — that I'll be returning to in 

worship over the coming weeks: 

 

 

 

1. Attitude — It starts here, just as Philippians 2 says. Service that flows from obligation looks different than 

service that flows from a heart shaped like Christ's. Before we serve with our hands, we need Christ to            

reshape our hearts. 

2. Availability — A servant says "yes" before knowing all the details. Jesus didn't have a five-year plan for 

ministry efficiency — he had open hands and an open schedule for whoever was in front of him. 

3. Ability — God has equipped each of us differently — with time, skills, resources, and spiritual gifts. Part 

of preparing to serve is asking, "What has God given me to offer?" 

4. Action — Attitude and availability without action are just good intentions. At some point, service has to 

move from the heart to the hands and feet. 

5. Ambition — Not ambition for recognition, but a holy hunger to be used by God. James and John had              

ambition pointed in the wrong direction — toward the throne. A servant's ambition is pointed toward the 

towel and basin. 

 

 

Over the next month, keep an eye out for more on each of these as we lead up to our RLC 40-Day 

SERVING Challenge on Sunday, September 27. Pick up a 40-Day SERVING daily devotional and           

commit to reading each day’s devotion.  Sign up to be a host home or to participate in a small group for 

these six weeks.  Pray about where God might be calling you to serve in this season — in the                         

congregation, in your family, in your workplace, in your neighborhood. Ask him to give you the same 

mind that was in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Jesus Christ didn't come to be served. Neither should we wait to be asked. Let’s serve the world together…one person at a time! 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Andy 
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Schedule at a Glance 

Pre-launch September 13 ............................ Sign up to be a Host Home or to join a group. Hosts invite guests 
      to attend;  curriculum distribution. 

Pre-launch September 20 ............................ Sign up to be a Host Home or to join a group. Hosts invite guests 
      to attend; curriculum distribution. 

Small Groups will study the following topics each week: 

Week One................................ 

September 27 – October 3 

 

 

Week Two................................ 

October 4-10 

 

Week Three............................. 

October 11-17 

 

Week Four............................... 

October 18-24 

 

Week Five................................ 

October 25-31 

 

Week Six.................................. 

November 1-7 

 

Week Seven............................. 

November 8 

RLC SERVING Challenge Kick-Off 

Read Intro and Days 1–5 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week One of the RLC 

Serving Challenge with your small group. 

 

Weekend message: “ATTITUDE”  

Read Days 6–12 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Two of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: “AVAILABILITY”  

Read Days 13–19 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Three of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: “ACTION”  

Read Days 20–26 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Four of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: “ABILITY”  

Read Days 27–33 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Five of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

Weekend message: “AMBITION”  

Read Days 24–40 of SERVING Challenge book and watch Week Six of the RLC Serving 

Challenge with your small group. 

MINISTRY FAIR & TIME & TALENT FORMS                    

Have a small group Service celebration party! 
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Red Letter SERVING Challenge  HOST HOME SIGN-UP 
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To everything                     
there is a season,                  
and a time for                   
every purpose                    
under the heaven.              
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

* September Readers 

Date    8:00 am  10:30 am 

Sunday, September 6   Roger Galbraith  Gail McAlister 

Sunday, September 13   Dorothy Murray  Sandee Mick 

Sunday, September 20   Pam Klicman   Phil Bonner 

Sunday, September 27   Janice Kobb  Trent Wright 

1. Greet Members and Guests to Sunday Service. Welcome everyone into God’s house. Show our guests the Visitor  

Center where they can find TLC information, grab a visitor bag, and sign up to be a New Member of TLC. 

2. * Be A Reader in the 8:00 or 10:30 am Sunday Worship.  

3. Be A Reader at 6:30 pm worships during Advent and Lent. 

4. Host Coffee Hour between Sunday services. Prepare coffee and provide a breakfast item, fruit or danish to enjoy during                  

fellowship time in the gym. 

5. Help with Luncheons whether for funerals, celebrations, the TLC picnic, Preschool events, etc.  

More Ways To Serve 

Call or email Lindsay, in the church office, anytime. 330-633-4775 / secretary@tlcoh.org 
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And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due             
season we will reap, if we do not give up.                 

Galatians 6:9  

Become A Member of TLC 
Pastor Andy will be leading a time of instruction for those who would like to become TLC members and 

members who would enjoy a “refresher” of their faith. The New Member Instruction class will take place 

Saturday, September 26, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm.  

New members will be received at TLC on Sunday, October 11 at both services.  

If you would like to become a member at TLC, please talk with Pastor Andy, text (330) 203-5474 or email 

pastorandy@tlcoh.org.   

Monday Morning Bible Study led by Pastor Andy at 9:30 am in Room 12. Class is reading through          

Dr. Martin Luther’s lectures on Galatians.  

Monday Night Bible Study led by Jeanne Colosetti at 5:30 pm in the Youth Room. September study will be 

from 6:15 -7:45 pm starting on Monday September 14. Class will return to its regular schedule in October.   

Wednesday Morning Men’s Study led by Chris Tywon, 7:00 am at Panera Bread on Howe Ave in              

Cuyahoga Falls. The Portal of The Day is the topic for the study. Join for a coffee and/or a pastry!  

Wednesday Night Refill! Restore! Revive! Groups meet at 6:30 pm in the library & Room 12 and will              

resume on Wednesday, September 2. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study led by Kathy Vanaman, 10:00 am in Room 12. Class will resume               

September 24 diving into the Red Letter Challenge. 

Weekly Bible Studies 

mailto:pastorandy@tlcoh.org
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The Wise Owls 

The Wise Owls meet the 3rd Saturday of the month at 

12:00 pm in Room 12 for a potluck lunch and a speaker 

or themed meeting. 

 

Join the Owls on Saturday, September 19 for some           

music and song. 

 

 

Samaritan’s Feet Sneaker Drive  

Donations (sneakers only please) can go in the               

Library bin. For more information about this ministry 

go to samaritansfeet.org or contact Susan Olson 

shireyolson7@gmail.com.hank you for your donations! 

 

Youth Group Ministry 

Join Jared Shoup, Youth Ministry leader, on Wednesday 

nights at 5:30 pm for a Youth Bible Study geared              

towards Senior High School students. 

 

 

Aspire 

Aspire is a one-night women’s event full of laughter, 

learning, stories & music with 3 ladies taking the stage: 

1 Bible Teacher – 1 Comedian – 1 Musician out! 

October 16, door opening at 6:00 pm at the Louisville 

Church ,1520 California Ave, Louisville, Ohio.   

More info on the LWML board in the library. 

Louisville, OH – 2026 – Aspire  

TLC Prayer Chain  

 

A way to share prayers and concerns.   

If you are new to the prayer chain, please send a request 
to 'semick53@gmail.com'.   

She will register you with the TLC Google group.   

Once registered, you can add or respond any time you 
wish.   

If you have any questions, please email or call Sandee, 
330-256-8819.   

Thank you,  

-Sandee Mick 

 

LWML 

Please see the flyer on the LWML board in the library for 

the Mission Board Update Report for the month of July.   

https://aspirewomensevents.com/louisville-oh-fall-2026/
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Operation Christmas Child 

 

Well, here we are in September already!   

I would like to continue to focus on school supplies for 

this month: pencils, sharpeners, crayons, colored pencils, 

scissors, rulers, small notebooks, glue sticks, (please no 

liquid glue) etc.   

Also, if you're having fun shopping and want to throw in 

a toy or small stuffed animal, that would be great as 

well!   

We only have 2 more months of collections.   

I am thankful for all the support with these                       

collections.   

Have fun shopping and thank you all  

~ Alisha 

 

 

TLC Book Club 

Book Club meets the 3rd Monday of the month, 7:00 pm 

in Room 12. 

Join Pastor Andy Monday, September 21 to discuss the 

book “The Spirituality of the Cross: The Way of the First 

Evangelists” by Gene Edward Veith.  

From the book description: “The topic of spirituality in 

Christianity is muddled with mysticism rather than the 

mysteries of Christ: the Sacraments and His resurrection.  

With the rise of people identifying as "spiritual but not 

religious" and moving away from "institutional" religion, 

this book offers a bridge to bring people to Christ.  

More importantly, Spirituality of the Cross brings people 

to Lutheranism and its teachings of the cross and Christ's 

sacrifice for our salvation.” 

 

 

 

Marriage Connect Group 

 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, September 10 at 6:00 

pm for our next study together.   

We will be on session 4: "Luo: how to handle conflict in 

marriage and grow in oneness".   

Every married couple is welcome to enjoy this time of                      

fellowship and friendship.   

We will have breakfast for dinner!  Please bring a side 

dish or dessert.  Eggs will be provided. See you there! 

 ~ Trent & Alisha Wright 
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Next Month Starts Prayer Buddies!  

The Prayer Buddy Program is a great way to show our Preschool families we care for them, their 

children, and to exercise the practice of prayer.   

A Prayer Buddy is asked to pray for their student(s) and his/her family on a regular basis and send a 

personalized card the second Sunday of the month (October - May.)        

Please sign up to be a Buddy to one or two of our preschool students by the mailboxes. 

                                                    

 

For more information and if you are interested in this wonderful outreach program, please contact 

Gail McAlister, TCPDirector@tlcoh.org or Lindsay in the church office, secretary@tlcoh.org  

No candy or gifts except books for Christmas & Easter, please.  

Praye r  Budd ies  
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Board of Elders 

John Dailey, head 

Marty Hauser 

Chris Tywon 

Todd Hedderly 

Bob Knepper  

Eric Fink 

Staff 

Pastor Andy, Pastor 

Annie Alberts, Music Ministry 

LaVonne Dolliver, Organist 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manager 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

Gail McAlister, Preschool Director 

Board of Directors 

Jim Bergmann, chair 

Brian Kuntz, treasurer 

Ellen Tywon, secretary 

Daryl Parma 

Heidi Wojcik 

Heidi Beck 

Jerry Young 

David Mattmuller 

Altar Guild: Becky Springer, head;  Janet Buckles, Kathy Vanaman, 

 Ellen Tywon, Marge Lasher, Cheryl Luke, Barb Fink,  

 Heidi Wojcik  & Gail McAlister 

Altar Flower Orders/Flower Chart: Lindsay Snyder/Becky Springer 

Bible Study Leaders: Pastor Andy, John Dailey, Chris Tywon,                    

Brian Kuntz, Gail McAlister, Jeanne Colosetti,                 

Kathy Vanaman, Jared Shoup, Adam Hoskins 

Book Club: Pastor Andy 

Master Calendar: Lindsay Snyder 

Children’s Ministry/Sunday School: Gail McAlister 

Confirmation: Pastor Andy 

Easter Breakfast: Youth Group/Jared Shoup 

Facility Rental: Lindsay Snyder 

Finance Auditors: Denise Larson & Denny Gearhart 

Food Pantry: Gail McAlister 

Funeral Luncheons:  Gail McAlister 

Historian: Ethel Walent 

Librarian: Denise Larson 

 

Lillies at Easter & Poinsettias at Christmas: Becky Springer 

Marriage Connect Group: Alisha & Trent Wright 

MITES & LWML: Sandy Dixon 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC): Alisha Wright 

Prayer Buddies: Lindsay Snyder & Gail McAlister 

Prayer Chain: Kathy Vanaman, Sandee Mick 

Readers for Worship/Scheduler: Lindsay Snyder 

Refill Restore Revive:  Adam Hoskins 

Sewing for Service: Pam Klicman 

Strat Op/2030 Vision: Marty Hauser, facilitator 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Gail McAlister, coordinator;                 

 Kevin Heilmeier, head chef 

Wise Owls: Fae Broemsen 

WINGS: Tim & Diane Richard, Chris & Ellen Tywon 

Women’s Fellowship: Kathy Vanaman 

Youth Ministry: Jared & Miranda Shoup 

Sue Pifer, Nursery attendant 

Laurene Malish, Custodian 

Ben & Val Jews, Custodians 
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Tallmadge PrimeTimers - monthly meetings, recreational activities, luncheons, and volunteer projects.  

Call Joanne at 234-352-1050 

Coffee Talk Programs - Thursdays, 10:00 am at the Tallmadge Community Center.  

9/11 Remembrance Candle Lighting - Friday, September 11 on the Circle. 

Oktoberfest - The Riverfront, Cuyahoga Falls at 8:00 pm, Friday, September 20. 

The Great Dussel Farm Pumpkin Festival - Late September & October, 8:00 am - 7:00 pm. 1109 Olde 

Forge Road, Kent. Come enjoy great photo ops, kettle corn, caramel apples, apple cider, hot chocolate, 

pumpkin cappuccino, corn maze, and, of course, pumpkins! 

Farmer Market - Thursdays from 4:00 - 7:00 pm through October 8. 

Electronic Recycling Drive - Saturday, October 10, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Rec Ctr parking lot. 

Fall Street Festival - Saturday, October 17, 1:00 - 5:00 pm Food trucks, inflatables, costume contests, beer 

garden, music. 

Tallmadge Leaf Collection - Monday, November 9 - Friday, January 1, 2027. 

The Tallmadge Circular - tallmadgeoh.gov/circular  

In The Community 
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Sunday School Corner  

September Theme: Frequency 

The connection between faith and God’s Character,  

as shown through God’s Big Story! 

Learning to HEAR from God. 

Join us every Sunday from 9:20 - 10:15 am                  

in Room 7 

Opening for ALL grades at 9:20 

 

NEW age groups will start September 6th! 

Groups will be PreK- 2nd w/Ms. Holly & Ms. Angie 

3rd- 5th Grade w/Mrs. Bergmann & Ms. Gail 

 Everyone is welcome! 
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Music Ministry News 
School has started, which means music starts too!   

This is a great time to join any of our music groups! 

 
 

Adult Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing on Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00pm.  This choir is open to          

anyone high school age or older.  You do not need to be able to read music; you just need to love to sing!  

We typically rehearse on a weekly basis and sing every 2-3 weeks throughout the school year.  We also           

prepare a large Christmas Cantata which we perform the last Sunday before Christmas.  You are welcome to 

join us for the entire season, or just as your schedule allows.  All are welcome! 

 

Praise Team is an ongoing musical group which could use some more people.  We are looking for vocalists 

who love to sing, guitarists, percussionists and pianists.  As our Praise Team grows it lessens the burden on 

everyone and we can rotate Sundays.  Please speak to Annie Alberts (330-801-7545) if you are interested in 

learning more about this ministry. 

 

Our Adult Handbell group is also looking for a few more ringers.  They rehearse on Tuesdays from                   

6:30 - 7:30 pm in Room 2.  They will begin their season on September 8.  You do not need to know how to 

read music to join this group, and it's a fun way to make music with others if you don't know how to play an 

instrument.  Please contact Janice Kobb (330-760-5281) if you would like more information. 
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Tallmadge Christian Preschool 
 represents at the Tallmadge Circle Fest! 

  Growing Kids in Christ   

This was the first year that the 

Preschool program had a                

table at the Circle Fest.   

Our goal was to be more                 

visible in the community,                 

get our name out there,              

show the love of Jesus,  

and hopefully                               

build our program! 

Most of the Preschool staff 

came to help hand out                 

swag bags, bubbles, popcorn, 

water, and tattoos!   

We had so much traffic that 

we came home almost                 

empty-handed! 

Looking forward to                           

next year already!                                      

~ Ms. Gail 
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Parent Night  
& Spaghetti Dinner 

Welcome back to the staff at Tallmadge Christian Preschool!  

The teachers are excited to be returning, refreshed from summer break and ready to welcome our littles 

back! Praying God's blessings on the staff, kids and families as they start the new school year! 

 

Pictured from Left to right:  Mrs. Freeman (PreK assistant), Mrs. Avantino (PreK teacher), Mrs. Nicholson (3's teacher),              

Ms. Gail (PS Director),  Mrs. Ramirez (3's assistant), Mrs. Dussel (4's assistant), Mrs. Manus (4's assistant), and Mrs. Bright  

(4's teacher). 

 

Please keep the preschool staff and families in your prayers this year!  - Ms. Gail 
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The Living Light 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church 

Tallmadge Christian Preschool 

759 East Avenue 

Tallmadge, OH 44278 

Tallmadge Lutheran Church exists to help people                                                                                                                                                                  

GROW as disciples of Christ, CARE for one another, and SHARE the love of Jesus in our community. 

Rev. Andy Alberts, Pastor 

pastorandy@tlcoh.org 

Annie Alberts, Music Director  

music@tlcoh.org 

Debbie Ruggles, Finance Manager 

administrator@tlcoh.org 

Lindsay Snyder, Secretary & Facilities 

secretary@tlcoh.org 

Gail McAlister, Tallmadge Christian Preschool Director 

tcpdirector@tlcoh.org 
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